
1947 ADOLPH ZUKOR n 1948 GUS EYSSEL n 1949 CECIL B. DEMILLE n 

1950 SPYROS P. SKOURAS n 1951 JACK, HARRY & ALBERT WARNER n 

1952 NATE BLUMBERG n 1953 BARNEY BALABAN n 1954 SIMON FABIAN 

 n 1955 HERMAN ROBBINS n 1956 ROBERT O’DONNELL n 1957 JOSEPH 

VOGEL n 1958 ROBERT BENJAMIN & ARTHUR B. KRIM n 1959 STEVE 

BROIDY  n  1960 JOSEPH E. LEVINE n  1961 ABE MONTAGUE n  1962  

MILTON RACKMIL n 1963 DARRYL F. ZANUCK n 1964 HAROLD J. MIRISCH  

n 1965 ROBERT O’BRIEN n 1966 WILLIAM R. FORMAN n 1967 LEONARD 

GOLDENSON n 1968 LAURENCE A. T I S C H  n  1 9 6 9  H A R R Y  B R A N D T 

n  1 9 7 0  I R V I N G  H .  L E V I N  n  1971  SAMUEL Z.  ARKOFF & JAMES H . 

N I C H O L S O N  n  1 9 7 2  LEO JAFFE  n  1973 TED ASHLEY  n  1974 HENRY 

MARTIN  n  1975  E .  CARDON WALKER  n  1976 CARL PATRICK  n  1977 

SHERRILL C.  CORWIN  n  1978 D R .  J U L E S  S T E I N  n  1 9 7 9  H E N R Y  P L I T T 

n 1980 BOB HOPE n 1981 SALAH HASSANEIN n 1982 FRANK PRICE n  

1983 BERNARD MYERSON  n  1984 SIDNEY SHEINBERG  n  1985 JOHN 

ROWLEY n  1986 MICHAEL FORMAN  n  1987 FRANK G. MANCUSO  n  1988 

JACK VALENTI  n  1989 ALLEN PINSKER  n 1990 TERRY SEMEL  n  1991 

SUMNER REDSTONE n  1992 MIKE MEDAVOY  n  1993 STANLEY DUR-

WOOD n 1994 WALTER DUNN  n  1995 ROBERT SHAYE n  1996 SHERRY 

LANSING  n  1997 BRUCE CORWIN  n  1998 BUD STONE  n  1999 KURT C. 

HALL n 2000 ROBERT DOWLING n 2001 ROBERT REHME n 2002 JONA-

THAN DOLGEN  n  2003 MICHAEL EISNER  n  2004 ALAN HORN n  2005–

2006 TRAVIS REID n 2007 JEFF BLAKE n 2008 MIKE CAMPBELL n  2009 

MARC SHMUGER &  DAVID L INDE  n  2010 ROB MOORE  n  2011  DICK 

COOK  n  2012  JEFFREY KATZENBERG n 2013 KATHLEEN KENNEDY 

n  2014 TOM SHERAK  n  2015 J IM GIANOPULOS  n  DONNA LANGLEY
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Renewable resources were used to produce this printed piece.

A donation will be made on behalf of Cheryl Boone Isaacs and  

the Will Rogers Motion Picture Pioneers Foundation  

to American Forestry.

The complete Pioneer of the Year Tribute Journal will be available 

for download on our website, www.wrpioneers.org/2017dinner.  

Thank you to all our sponsors.

2017 PIONEER OF THE YEAR

Welcome

On behalf of the Board of Directors of the Will Rogers Motion Picture Pioneers 

Foundation, thank you for attending the 2017 Pioneer of the Year Dinner. This is 

our 76th annual dinner, and this evening’s honoree, Cheryl Boone Isaacs,  

is a most-deserving one. 

The Pioneer of the Year award is bestowed upon an esteemed and respected member 

of the motion picture industry whose corporate leadership, service to the community 

and commitment to philanthropy is exceptional. 

Tonight we honor a true Pioneer in our industry, an individual who demonstrates 

extraordinary leadership and vision not only in her role at the Academy, but also  

as a member of the entertainment community at large—Cheryl Boone Isaacs. 

The Pioneers Assistance Fund is the only industry program that provides both 

short-term and Quality of Life grants (long-term) to veterans of the motion picture 

industry who are encountering an illness, injury, or life-changing event. 

Please enjoy yourself tonight, as we pay tribute to a true pioneer. Thank you for  

donating generously to our industry charity—hopefully you will never need to call 

on the Pioneers Assistance Fund, but if you do, we will be here to help.

Chris Aronson

Chairman of the Board

Jim Orr

President



CHERYL BOONE ISAACS  was re-elected for a fourth 
term as president of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences 
on August 2, 2016 by the organization’s Board of Governors. She has 
represented the Public Relations Branch as a governor for 24 years. During 
her tenure as a governor, she served as first vice president, vice president, 
secretary and treasurer as well as president of the Academy Foundation, 
the educational and cultural arm of the Academy. In 2012, Boone Isaacs 
produced the Academy’s prestigious 4th Annual Governors Awards.

Isaacs has been a respected motion picture marketing executive for over 30 years. For the last nine years, 
CBI Enterprises, Inc. has consulted for companies such as MTV Films, Paramount Pictures, Universal 
Pictures, Lionsgate, The Weinstein Company and Sony Entertainment. Her clients have included 
Troika Pictures, Andrew Lauren Productions, Linden Productions, Laika Entertainment, Film Bankers  
International, KTLA, Success Films, Robson Entertainment, Rangeland Productions, and Cube Vision. 
She has consulted on marketing efforts for such films as The Call, The Artist, The King’s Speech, Precious: 
Based on the Novel ‘Push’ by Sapphire, Spider-Man 2 and Tupac: Resurrection. 

During her tenure as president of theatrical marketing for New Line Cinema, from 1997 to 1999, she  
developed and executed campaigns for such films as Austin Powers: The Spy Who Shagged Me, the company’s 
highest grossing film at that time, The Wedding Singer and such critically acclaimed motion pictures 
as Wag the Dog, Boogie Nights and American History X. Largely through the efforts of Ms. Isaacs and 
her marketing team, New Line was one of only two studios to have four films—Lost in Space, Blade, Rush 
Hour, and Pleasantville—opened No. 1 at the box-office in 1998. Rush Hour’s $33 million opening was, 
at the time, the largest in company history.  

Ms. Isaacs and her New Line creative executives distinguished themselves as one of the best teams in the 
business earning four Key Art Awards, the motion picture industry’s highest honor bestowed on creative 
advertising campaigns, for Rush Hour (best theatrical comedy trailer), Blade (best action-adventure 
trailer), Pleasantville (best drama television spot) and Lost in Space (best internet advertising.)

Prior to joining New Line Cinema in 1997, Ms. Isaacs had served as executive vice president, worldwide 
publicity, for the Motion Picture Group of Paramount Pictures. In 1995 and 1996, she orchestrated 
acclaimed publicity campaigns for Forrest Gump and Braveheart, each of which won multiple Academy 
Awards, including Best Picture. In addition, the campaigns were recognized by the Publicists Guild of 
America as the “Best” in 1995 and 1996.

From 1990 to 1994, Isaacs was senior vice president, publicity, and held the title of vice president, public-
ity between 1986 and 1990. During her tenure at Paramount she publicized the launch of such block-
busters as First Wives Club, Mission: Impossible, The Firm, Ghost, The Addams Family, Coming to America,  

Fatal Attraction, and the Beverly Hills Cop trilogy. Isaacs joined Paramount in 1984 as director, publicity 
and promotion, West Coast, and was quickly promoted to executive director one year later.

In addition to her long tenure at Paramount Pictures, Isaacs served as director of advertising and publicity 
for The Ladd Company where she worked on The Right Stuff, Police Academy and Once Upon a Time in 
America. Prior to that, she spent five years at Melvin Simon Productions (The Stunt Man, Love at First 
Bite, Porky’s) where her last position was vice president, worldwide advertising and publicity. She began 
her career in 1977 as a publicist at Columbia Pictures.

Boone Isaacs is currently an adjunct professor at Chapman University’s Dodge College of Film and Media 
Arts and was previously served as a filmmaker-in-residence for the University. She was an adjunct professor 
at USC Cinema and Television School’s Peter Stark Producing Program; Columbia College Chicago, and 
Mount Saint Mary’s College. She continues to guest lecture at USC, UCLA, Loyola Marymount, Bryn 
Mawr Film Institute, and Soka University of America. 

She was a member of the Advisory Board for the Turks & Caicos International Film Festival and also 
served as a juror. She has been on the Advisory Board of Hollywood Reporter’s Key Art Awards. She 
continues to serve as an Advisory Board member for the Los Angeles nonprofit, Theatre Of Hearts/Youth 
First where youth find their voice through arts education.

Ms. Isaacs was a member of the Corporate Board of the Motion Picture and Television Fund and served 
as Secretary for three years. Boone Isaacs was a consulting producer on the Emmy-nominated KTLA 
special, “Planet LA.”

HONORS AND AWARDS

NAACP Hall of Fame inductee
SCLC-SC 2016 Rosa Parks Humanitarian Award
University of North Carolina School of the Arts’ Honorary Doctorate 
Chapman University Dodge College of Film and Media Arts Honorary Doctor of Arts Degree  
YWCA of Greater Los Angeles’ Silver Achievement Award
Essence Magazine’s Trailblazer Award
ICG Publicists’ President’s Award 
African American Film Critics Association’s Horizon Award
Bryn Mawr Film Institute’s Silver Screen Inspiration Award 
Dallas Film Society’s Dallas Star Award
Theater Of Hearts/Youth First’s Beah Richards Master Artists Award
Ischia Art Award – Ischia International Arts Academy
Trustee for the American Film Institute 
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David Oyelowo is a multiple Golden Globe and Emmy-nominated actor and 

producer who has quickly become one of Hollywood’s most sought-after talents.

Oyelowo can currently be seen in Amma Asante’s romantic drama, A United  

Kingdom, which he also produced and stars opposite Rosamund Pike. Based on 

a true story, the film follows Prince Seretse Khama of Botswana (Oyelowo) and Ruth Williams (Pike) 

whom married in 1948, in the face of fierce opposition from their families and the British and South 

African governments and a time when apartheid was being introduced. Seretese and Ruth defied all and 

in doing so their love altered the course of African history.

He will next be seen in the third film in the Cloverfield series, produced by J.J. Abrams and released by 

Paramount Pictures on October 27th, 2017; as well as the lead in the as-yet untitled Nash Edgerton film, 

co-starring Charlize Theron, Joel Edgerton, Thandie Newton and Amanda Seyfried.

Oyelowo gained international acclaim in 2014 starring as Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. in Ava DuVernay’s 

Selma. For his performance, Oyelowo earned a Golden Globe Award nomination for Best Performance 

by an Actor in a Motion Picture – Drama and an Independent Spirit Award nomination for Best Male 

Lead and the film received an Oscar® nomination for Best Motion Picture of the Year.

Most recently, Oyelowo starred opposite Lupita Nyong’o in Mira Nair’s Queen of Katwe, earning a 

NAACP Image Award nomination for Outstanding Supporting Actor in a Motion Picture. Additional 

film credits include Christopher Nolan’s Interstellar; J.C Chandor’s A Most Violent Year; Paramount Pictures’ 

Captive, which he also produced; Lee Daniels’ The Butler; Steven Spielberg’s Lincoln, with Daniel Day-Lewis; 

the critically acclaimed independent drama, Middle of Nowhere, which earned him NAACP Image Award 

and Independent Spirit Award nominations; Jack Reacher, opposite Tom Cruise; Lee Daniels’ The Paperboy, 

opposite Nicole Kidman; the historical drama, Red Tails, produced by George Lucas; Disney’s The Help, 

opposite Emma Stone and Viola Davis; and Kevin MacDonald’s The Last King of Scotland, opposite  

Forrest Whittaker and James MacAvoy.

On the small screen, Oyelowo starred in the HBO film, Nightingale, earning a Golden Globe nomination 

for Best Performance by an Actor in a Limited Series or Motion Picture Made for Television and two 

Emmy Award nominations – one for Outstanding Lead Actor in a Limited Series or a Movie and one as 

an Executive Producer in the category of Outstanding Television Movie.

DAVID OYELOWO

Oyelowo has collaborated with HBO on several other occasions, including a starring role in Kenneth 

Branagh’s 2006 production of As You Like It, in which he played ‘Orlando’ opposite Bryce Dallas Howard; 

and as the lead in the mini-series, Five Days, for which he won a Satellite Award for Best Actor in a  

Miniseries or a Motion Picture Made for Television. In 2008, Oyelowo starred in the acclaimed  

adaptation of the Alexander McCall Smith novel, The No. 1 Ladies Detective Agency, directed by the late 

Anthony Minghella.

His additional television credits include his work in the UK starring on the popular BAFTA Award-

winning series, Spooks/MI:5, and Masterpiece Theatre’s Small Island in 2009, for which he won the Royal 

Television Society Award and was nominated for a BAFTA TV Award for Best Actor. He also appeared 

in ABC’s 2008 Golden Globe-nominated production of A Raisin in the Sun, alongside Sanaa Lathan, 

Sean Combs and Phylicia Rashad. Oyelowo’s vocal talents can be heard in the multiple award-winning 

Disney animated series, Star Wars Rebels, in which he plays Agent Kallus.

Also an accomplished and acclaimed stage actor, Oyelowo most recently appeared opposite Daniel Craig 

as the title character in the New York Theatre Workshop Off-Broadway production of Othello, directed 

by Sam Gold, earning stellar reviews. 

He got his start on stage in 1999 with The Royal Shakespeare Company, playing roles in Ben Jonson’s 

Volpone, as the title character in Oroonoko (which he also performed in the BBC radio adaptation) and 

Shakespeare’s Antony and Cleopatra. Oyelowo gained national recognition for his performance as King 

Henry VI in the RSC’s 2001 production, when he was cast as the first black actor to play an English king 

in a major production of Shakespeare. The performance was critically acclaimed and Oyelowo won the 

2001 Ian Charleson Award, which is presented in recognition of the best classical stage performances 

in Britain by actors under the age of 30, and earned an Evening Standard Theatre Award nomination.  

Additional theatre credits include his acclaimed performance in Richard Bean’s The God Botherers at 

the Bush Theatre and the lead role in the Off-Broadway production of Aeschylus’ Prometheus Bound, in 

which he made his New York stage debut. In 2006, Oyelowo made his stage directorial debut with the 

revenge tragedy, The White Devil, which was produced by his own theatre company, Inservice.

Oyelowo was appointed Officer of the Order of the British Empire (OBE) in the 2016 New Year Honours 

for services to drama.



2017 PIONEER OF THE YEAR

The Will Rogers Motion Picture Pioneers Foundation
proudly bestows its highest honor on

CHERYL BOONE ISAACS
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IN RECOGNITION OF 

HER DISTINGUISHED LEADERSHIP  

OF HUMANITARIAN CAUSES AND 

 PHILANTHROPIC ENDEAVORS,

AND IN RECOGNITION OF  

THE EMINENCE SHE ACHIEVED  

IN THE ENTERTAINMENT INDUSTRY 

AND THE COMMUNITY AT LARGE

Chris Aronson
Chairman of the Board

Jim Orr
President

Honorary Dinner Committee

Working Dinner Committee
CHAIR:  J IM ORR
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HALLE BERRY

BRADLEY COOPER

JIM GIANOPULOS

TOM HANKS

SAMUEL L .  &  LATANYA JACKSON

DONNA LANGLEY

SHERRY LANSING

FRANK MANCUSO

LUPITA NYONG’O

DAVID OYELOWO

CHRIS ARONSON

ADRIENE BOWLES

STEVE BUNNELL

NICK CARPOU

KYLE DAVIES

JEFF GOLDSTEIN

DAVE HOLLIS

BOB LENIHAN

BILL LEWIS

ERIK LOMIS

MICHELLE MADDALENA

TENI  MELIDONIAN

ADRIAN SMITH



2016	 DONNA LANGLEY

2015	 JIM GIANOPULOS

2014	 TOM SHERAK

2013	 KATHLEEN KENNEDY

2012	 JEFFREY KATZENBERG

2011	 DICK COOK

2010	 ROB MOORE

2009	 MARC SHMUGER  

	 & DAVID LINDE

2008	 MIKE CAMPBELL

2007	 JEFF BLAKE

2005–06	 TRAVIS REID 

2004	 ALAN F. HORN

2003	 MICHAEL D. EISNER

2002	 JONATHAN L. DOLGEN

2001	 ROBERT REHME

2000	 ROBERT J. DOWLING

1999	 KURT C. HALL

1998	 BUD STONE

1997	 BRUCE C. CORWIN

1996	 SHERRY LANSING

1995	 ROBERT SHAYE

1994	 WALTER H. DUNN

1993	 STANLEY H. DURWOOD

1992	 MIKE MEDAVOY

1991	 SUMNER M. REDSTONE

1990	 TERRY SEMEL

1989	 ALLEN PINSKER

1988	 JACK VALENTI

1987	 FRANK G. MANCUSO

1986	 MICHAEL R. FORMAN

1985	 JOHN ROWLEY

1984	 SIDNEY SHEINBERG

1983	 BERNARD MYERSON

1982	 FRANK PRICE

1981	 SALAH M. HASSANEIN

2017 PIONEER OF THE YEAR

Past Honorees

1980	 BOB HOPE

1979	 HENRY G. PLITT

1978	 DR. JULES STEIN

1977	 SHERRILL C. CORWIN

1976	 CARL L. PATRICK

1975	 E. CARDON WALKER

1974	 HENRY H. MARTIN

1973	 TED ASHLEY

1972	 LEO JAFFE

1971	� SAMUEL Z. ARKOFF 

& JAMES H. NICHOLSON

1970	 IRVING H. LEVIN

1969	 HARRY BRANDT

1968	 LAURENCE A. TISCH

1967	 LEONARD H. GOLDENSON

1966	 WILLIAM R. FORMAN

1965	 ROBERT H. O’BRIEN

1964	 HAROLD J. MIRISCH

 

1963	 DARRYL F. ZANUCK

1962	 MILTON R. RACKMIL

1961	 ABE MONTAGUE

1960	 JOSEPH E. LEVINE

1959	 STEVE BROIDY

1958	 ROBERT S. BENJAMIN 

	 & ARTHUR B. KRIM

1957	 JOSEPH R. VOGEL

1956	 ROBERT J. O’DONNELL

1955	 HERMAN ROBBINS

1954	 SIMON H. FABIAN

1953	 BARNEY BALABAN

1952	 NATE J. BLUMBERG

1951	� JACK, HARRY  

& ALBERT WARNER

1950	 SPYROS P. SKOURAS

1949	 CECIL B. DEMILLE

1948	 GUS S. EYSSEL

1947	 ADOLPH ZUKOR

2017 PIONEER OF THE YEAR



THE WILL ROGERS MOTION PICTURE 
PIONEERS FOUNDATION

wishes to thank 

THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
OF THEATRE OWNERS 

AND CINEMACON

for hosting the 

2017 Pioneer of the Year Dinner

29 March 2017

Congratulations Cheryl Boone Isaacs and  
Will Rogers Motion Picture Pioneers —

What A Special Evening!

NATO and CinemaCon are pleased to join the Will Rogers Motion Picture Pioneers 
Foundation in recognizing Cheryl Boone Isaacs for her extraordinary leadership 
and dedication to the industry. We are pleased to support this evening’s dinner  
in her honor, as exhibition and distribution leaders come together to celebrate 

the moviegoing experience.

The Pioneer of the Year dinner allows us to unite as an industry to raise money 
for a great cause. The Will Rogers Motion Picture Pioneers Foundation is a very 
important charity to NATO and CinemaCon, and we are thrilled to welcome Cheryl 
to the list of Pioneer of the Year honorees. Cheryl’s passion for charitable causes 
matches her passion for celebrating and honoring the very best in the motion  
picture industry that she so ably represents. This honor coming in the final year  
of her historic tenure as President of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and  
Sciences is especially appropriate.

We look forward to continuing this great tradition in future years!

Congratulations, Cheryl.

John Fithian
President & CEO

Mitch Neuhauser
Managing Director
CinemaCon

National Association of Theatre Owners

1705 N Street NW Washington, DC  20036 USA +1 202 962 0054

4605 Lankershim Blvd  Suite 180  North Hollywood, CA  91602  USA  +1 818 506 1778

nato@natodc.com     www.natoonline.org

CinemaCon

60 Cuttermill Road  Suite 413  Great Neck, NY   11021  USA  +1 516 439 5511

mitch.neuhauser@natodc.com    www.cinemacon.com



THE PIONEERS ASSISTANCE FUND  has traveled a rewarding path since 

its beginnings in 1939 as a group of industry personalities who gathered once a year to meet 

old friends socially. The stated goal of the organization remains the same: “To establish a 

self-perpetuating fund to assist pioneers of the motion picture industry who find themselves  

in need; the assistance to consist of direct financial aid, medical care and temporary  

business subsistence during periods of unemployment and unfortunate circumstances  

to eligible applicants.”

In 1951 the organization formalized its purpose, its meaning and its direction, and was  

determined to provide a helping hand to all veterans of the motion picture industry who 

needed financial aid and assistance. 

The rest is history. Since that time, the Pioneers Assistance Fund (PAF) has used available 

funds to further its outstanding record of helping industry veterans in need of financial or 

medical aid. Understandably, many of the cases must be handled in a delicate manner and 

confidentiality is of the utmost importance. Often, concerned members of the PAF play a vital 

role in seeking out those who need assistance but who are not yet aware of this program, an 

effort through which Pioneers truly are helping their own. When an individual is identified as 

one in need of help, the Pioneers Assistance Committee moves into action, selflessly devoting 

hours into an investigation of the person’s background and unique situation.

The PAF works in such an unassuming manner that its acts of quiet generosity are often 

hidden, eclipsed by the desire to maintain anonymity and preserve the dignity of those whom 

it helps. The PAF has sought little publicity and has shied away from the limelight. The 

appreciation of those in need is the most treasured reward possible, and the letters of thanks 

are most heartwarming.

The PAF wants all industry veterans who fall on tough times to know that they have a ready 

and efficient source of aid in times of emergency and distress. 

2017 PIONEER OF THE YEAR

Helping their own ...

THE PIONEERS ASSISTANCE FUND  

IS A PROGRAM OF THE WILL ROGERS MOTION  

PICTURE PIONEERS FOUNDATION THAT PROVIDES 

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE AND SUPPORTIVE COUNSELING 

 TO ELIGIBLE MEMBERS OF THE MOTION PICTURE  

ENTERTAINMENT INDUSTRY (EXHIBITION,  

DISTRIBUTION AND TRADE SERVICES).



Cheryl Boone Isaacs onstage at the 2015 (88th) Academy Awards ceremony.

Copyright the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences.

“If you want to be successful,

it’s just this simple.

Know what you are doing. 

Love what you are doing.

And believe in what you are doing.”

—Will Rogers
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2017  P IONEER OF  THE  YEAR

VIP  AND RED C ARPET  SPONSOR
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D INNER CO-SPONSORS

20TH CENTURY FOX

AMAZON STUDIOS

ANNAPURNA PICTURES

COMCAST NBCUNIVERSAL

COMSCORE

DELUXE ENTERTAINMENT SERVICES GROUP (BACK COVER)

FOCUS FEATURES

PARAMOUNT PICTURES

REALD

SCREENVISION MEDIA

SONY PICTURES ENTERTAINMENT

VISION MEDIA

THE WALT DISNEY STUDIOS

WARNER BROS. ENTERTAINMENT















Spike Lee, Cheryl Boone Isaacs, Common, and others  
at the 2015 (88th) Governors Awards presentation.

Copyright the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences.



“People are marvelous in their generosity 

 if they just know the cause is there.”

—Will Rogers

Cheryl Boone Isaacs and Stanley Isaacs 
at the 2015 (88th) Academy Awards Ceremony.

Copyright the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences.
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PRODUC ER SPONSORS

CINEMARK THEATRES

CREATIVE ARTISTS AGENCY 

IMAX CORPORATION

LAIKA

LEGENDARY 

MARKET FORCE

NEW REGENCY PRODUCTIONS

SHOWBIZ CINEMAS







Congratulations

Cheryl Boone Isaacs
2017

Will Rogers
Pioneer of the Year Award





Cheryl Boone Isaacs and Lupita Nyong’o  
at the 2013 (86th) Academy Awards Nominees Luncheon.

Copyright the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences.

Cheryl Boone Isaacs and Leonardo DiCaprio  
at the 2013 (86th) Academy Awards Nominees Luncheon.

Copyright the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences.
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LEGACY SPONSORS

DCIP

FOTOKEM

LIONSGATE

MARCUS THEATRES

NCM

NEW WAVE ENTERTAINMENT

PROJECT X/AV

READING INTERNATIONAL

VSS-SOUTHERN THEATRES, LLC











Cheryl Boone Isaacs, Damien Chazelle, David Rubin, and Emma Stone  
at the 2016 (89th) Governors Awards presentation. 

Copyright the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences.



Cheryl Boone Isaacs and Lin-Manuel Miranda  
at the 2016 (89th) Governors Awards presentation.

Copyright the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences.

Cheryl Boone Isaacs, Amy Adams, Octavia Spencer, Viola Davis and  
Taraji P. Henson at the 2016 (89th) Governors Awards presentation.

Copyright the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences.
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HERITAGE SPONSORS

BRENDEN MANN FOUNDATION

LANDMARK CINEMAS OF CANADA





“For that’s all there is to succes is satisfaction.”

—Will Rogers

Cheryl Boone Isaacs and Oprah Winfrey at the  
2014 (87th) Academy Awards Nominees Luncheon.

Copyright the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences.
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H E LP ING HANDS S PONSORS

ARCLIGHT CINEMAS & PACIFIC THEATRES

BLEECKER STREET MEDIA

BLUMHOUSE 

BOW TIE CINEMAS

BROAD GREEN PICTURES

CBS FILMS

CINEDIGM

ENTERTAINMENT STUDIOS MOTION PICTURES/ 

FREESTYLE RELEASING

EVO ENTERTAINMENT GROUP

FANDANGO

FATHOM EVENTS

HARKINS THEATRES

INTERNATIONAL CINEMATOGRAPHERS GUILD,  

I.A.T.S.E. LOCAL 600

iPIC ENTERTAINMENT

KATIE MCGRATH & J.J. ABRAMS FAMILY FOUNDATION

NATIONAL AMUSEMENTS

NATO OF WISCONSIN AND UPPER MICHIGAN

QUINN EMANUEL URQUHART & SULLIVAN

STXFILMS

SWANK MOTION PICTURES

THE WEINSTEIN COMPANY





Congratulations to 
Cheryl Boone Isaacs 

on being named the 
2017 Pioneer of the Year

from  
Blumhouse













We are proud to support
the Will Rogers Motion 

 Picture Pioneers Foundation
and congratulate

CHERYL BOONE ISAACS
on this

well-deserved honor.

Katie McGrath & J.J. Abrams
Family Foundation







Ang Lee, Guillermo del Toro, Cheryl Boone Isaacs, and John Krasinski  
at the 2015 (88th) Academy Awards nominations announcement.

Copyright the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences.



Cheryl Boone Isaacs and Carey Mulligan at the  
2015 (88th) Governors Awards presentation.

Copyright the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences.

Stanley Isaacs, Alejandro Gonzalez Inarritu, and Cheryl Boone Isaacs at the  
Board of Governors Ball, 2015 (88th) Academy Awards ceremony.

Copyright the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences.
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BACK ON YOUR FEET  SPONSORS

A24

ARRI RENTAL

CARIBBEAN CINEMAS

CINEPLEX

DTS

GDC TECHNOLOGY

I.A.T.S.E. 

MJR DIGITAL CINEMAS

MOCEAN

NATIONAL RESEARCH GROUP

OLSON VISUAL

PARK CIRCUS, A COMPANY OF ARTS ALLIANCE

ROADSIDE ATTRACTIONS

STUDIO MOVIE GRILL

TERRY HINES & ASSOCIATES

THE VIANE FAMILY

RITA WILSON & TOM HANKS

















Cheryl—

Thank you for 

supporting the 

Pioneers Assistance Fund.  

Chuck, Sherry, Mike, 

Mark and Jenn Viane



Cheryl, 

Congratulations! 

So deserved!

Rita Wilson & Tom Hanks

Cheryl Boone Isaacs and John Legend at the  
Board of Governors Ball, 2014 (87th) Academy Awards ceremony.

Copyright the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences.
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H OP E  FOR TOMORROW SPONSORS

ALAMO DRAFTHOUSE CINEMA

ALLIED INTEGRATED MARKETING

AMBLIN PARTNERS

BARCO, INC.

CANADIAN PICTURE PIONEERS

CENTURION FILM, INC. 

CHRISTIE

CINEMA CLIPS MARKETING

COBB THEATRES

THE COCA-COLA COMPANY

COMPREHENSIVE FILM  

   BOOKING, INC.

D-BOX

DIGITAL CINEMA MOVIE  

   SERVICE/XSCAPE THEATRES

EDAMOVIE

EXHIBITOR SUPPORT  

   PARTNERSHIP (ESP)

BRYNNE & DAN FELLMAN

FILM EXPO GROUP

FRAMESTORE

GERSH 

GLOBAL ENTERTAINMENT  

   SECURITY

HASBRO

iHEARTMEDIA + ENTERTAINMENT

KERASOTES SHOWPLACE  

   THEATRES, LLC

KRIKORIAN PREMIERE THEATRES

LAEMMLE CHARITABLE 

   FOUNDATION

MALCO THEATRES

METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER 

   STUDIOS

THE MOTION PICTURE CLUB

NEW VISION THEATRES

OPEN ROAD

PREMIERE CINEMAS

REGENCY THEATRES

ROUTE 66 PRODUCTIONS, INC.

SCREEN ENGINE/ASI

THEATRE BOOKING SERVICES, 

   CALIFORNIA

TUGG INC.

UNITED DRIVE-IN THEATRE 

   OWNERS ASSOCATION

UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN 

   CALIFORNIA

VALHALLA ENTERTAINMENT

VINTAGE CINEMAS













Congratulations!
CHERYL BOONE ISAACS

2017 PIONEER OF THE YEAR



We honor

CHERYL BOONE ISAAC S
2017 Pioneer of the Year

and support the 

Pioneers Assistance Fund

DIGITAL CINEMA MOVIE SERVICE  |   XSCAPE THEATRES

Congratulates

CHERYL BOONE ISAACS

A True Pioneer 

and is proud to support the  

Pioneers Assistance Fund



You are a true Pioneer  
in every sense of the word .

Congratulations Cheryl

Love, Brynne & Dan Fellman





Gersh

CHERYL BOONE ISAACS
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C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S

ON THIS WELL-DESERVED HONOR





Congratulations, Cheryl

TONY  KERASOTES     J IM  WE ISS







CHERYL BOONE ISAACS

We salute your visionary

leadership in our industry

and congratulate you on

being recognized as the

Will Rogers Motion Picture

PIONEER OF THE YEAR!

Bud Mayo, Chuck Goldwater 
 Brett Marks and Team



Cheers to you Cheryl 
and all you do.

Gary Moore 
 & Team  

at



Congratulations to our friend,
Cheryl Boone Isaacs,

on receiving this
distinguished and 
illustrious honor.

Our deepest respect  
and admiration,

Kevin Goetz  
and all your friends at  

Screen Engine/ASI



Theater Booking Services
Mike Timko

Grand Lake Theater-Oakland
Allen Michaan

Santa Rosa Entertainment
GroupDan & Amy Tocchini

Sierra Cinemas Inc.-Grass Valley
Getz & LaMarca Family

Paradise Cinemas Inc.
Scott, Tracy Lotter & Chelsea Black

Alameda Theatre & Contra Costa Cinemas
Kyle & Elgina Conner

Congratulations to
2017 Pioneer of the Year
Cheryl Boone Isaacs



Congratulations

CHERYL BOONE ISAACS
2017 Pioneer of the Year

From your friends at





Cheryl Boone Isaacs and Chris Tucker at the  
2016 (89th) Governors Awards presentation.

Copyright the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences.

“We’re all here for a spell,

get all the good laughs you can.”

—Will Rogers
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FREEDOM SPONSORS

B&B THEATRES / BRAD BILLS INC. 

CELEBRATION! CINEMA

CINEMA SERVICE COMPANY

CLASSIC CINEMAS

DIGITAL DOMAIN

FRANK ENTERTAINMENT GROUP

GALAXY THEATRES

I.A.T.S.E. LOCAL 16

I.A.T.S.E. LOCAL 478

LANDMARK THEATRES

MEDIAMATION, INC.

MOUNT ST. MARY’S UNIVERSITY, LOS ANGELES

PARAGON THEATERS

PHOENIX THEATRES ENTERTAINMENT

SONORA ENTERTAINMENT GROUP, LLC

THEATRE SERVICES UNLIMITED



Cheryl Boone Isaacs 

Congratulations on receiving 

The 2017 Pioneer of the Year 
Your friends at Cinema Service Company







Congratulations
CHERYL BOONE ISAACS
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Cheers!
H O WA R D  L .  TA O R M I N O 

T H E AT R E  S E R V I C E S  U N L I M I T E D
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D I N N E R  S U P P O R T E R S

ANONYMOUS

BRIELLE CINEMAS

CALIFORNIA BOOKING

CINEMA SERVICES – NJ

DICK COOK

COOPERATIVE THEATERS

FLORIN CREATIVE FILM SERVICES

FOX THEATRES

GEORGE LUCAS FAMILY FOUNDATION

KRONOS PRODUCTIONS, INC.

MARK’S GARDEN

MILGRAM FILM SERVICES, LLC

PATRIOT CINEMAS

PURE FLIX 

R/C THEATRES

TRAVIS REID

TRI STATE THEATRE SERVICE, INC.

ZURICH CINEMA CORPORATION



CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD

Chris Aronson

PRESIDENT

Jim Orr

FIRST VICE PRESIDENT

Mark Christiansen

TREASURER

Kyle Davies

SECRETARY

Robert Lenihan

VICE PRESIDENTS

Steve Bunnell

Nick Carpou

Rich Fay

Dave Hollis

David Passman

HONORARY CHAIRMEN

Salah Hassanein

Erik Lomis

Frank Mancuso

Sumner Redstone

Travis Reid

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Todd Vradenburg

MEDICAL ADVISOR

Edward Crandall, PhD, MD

PAST PRESIDENTS 

COUNCIL

Rory Bruer

Ted Cooper

Dan Fellman

Jerome Forman

Erik Lomis

Travis Reid

Bruce Snyder

Robert Sunshine

Chuck Viane

Chris Aronson

Steve Bunnell

Nick Carpou

Mark Christiansen

Ann-Elizabeth Crotty

Kyle Davies

Rob Del Moro

Greg Dunn

Rich Fay

John Fithian

Scott Forman

Jeffrey Goldstein

Madelyn Hammond

Dave Hollis

Robert Lenihan

Branden Miller

Adam Mizel

Ben Moss

Jim Orr

David Passman

Rolando Rodriguez

Adrian Smith

John Spinello

Meg Wilson

Clark Woods

2017 PIONEER OF THE YEAR

Board of Directors

2017 PIONEER OF THE YEAR

TRUSTEES

*Deceased

PAST PRESIDENTS 

WRMPPF

Chris Aronson 

Ted Cooper

Jeffrey Goldstein

Bruce Snyder

Rory Bruer

Chuck Viane

Erik Lomis

Wayne Lewellen*

Stewart Blair

Fred Mound

Allen Pinsker*

Jerome Forman

Jerry Esbin*

Bud Levy

Robert Rehme

Frank Mancuso

Bernard Myerson*

Salah Hassanein

Henry “Hy” Martin*

Ned E. Depinet*

Abe Montague*

R.J. O’Donnell*

Richard Walsh*

PAST PRESIDENTS 

MPPF

Travis Reid

Mitchell Goldman

Tom Sherak*

Dan Fellman

Bruce C. Corwin

Robert Rehme

Michael Forman

Burton Robbins*

Henry G. Pitt*

Bernard Myerson*

B.V. Sturdivant*

James R. Velde*

Salah Hassanein

Chas A. Alicoate*

Henry “Hy” Martin*

George F. Dembow*

William J. Heineman*

Simon H. Fabian*

Ned E. Depinet*

Jack Cohn*



2017 PIONEER OF THE YEAR

Board of Directors

2017 PIONEER OF THE YEAR

Jim Amos

Ken Caldwell

Alan Davy

Sheila DeLoach

Elizabeth Deutsch

Jeremy Devine

Jack Foley

Greg Forston

Greg Foster

Elizabeth Frank

Steve Friedlander

Rob Friedman

Doug Gellerman

Ron Giambra

Charles Goldwater

Patricia Gonzalez

Sonny Gourley

Kevin Grayson

Phil Groves

Denise Gurin

John Hall

Paul Holliman

Robert Kaplowitz

Jeffrey Kaufman

Scott Kennedy

Spencer Klein

Nancy Klueter

Chris LeRoy

George Levitt

Hank Lightstone

Michael McCartney

Larry McCourt

Kevin Mitchell

Mike Morelli

Senn Moses

Mary Nakagawa

Kelly O’Connor

Lew O’Neil

Michael Polydoros

Jim Radcliff

Jennifer Rogers-Etcheverry

Darryl Schaffer

Scott Sherr

Paul Silk 

Jim Smith

George Solomon

David Spitz

Paul Springer

Mike Viane

Craig Zeltner

Fred Beiersdorf

Dick Cook

Robert Friedman 

Mark Gaines

Larry Gleason

Kurt Hall

Stewart Harnell

Arlene Herson

Richard Kahn

Jeffrey Katzenberg

Peter Koplik

John Lundin

Wanda Holst Lundin

A. Dale Mayo

Bruce Olson

Steve Rapaport

Nikki Rocco

Richard Rosenfield

Rick Sands

Jay Swerdlow

Marilyn Tenser 

Fred Van Noy

Tim Warner

ADVISORY MEMBERS HONORARY ADVISORY MEMBERS



The Pioneers Assistance Fund (PAF) program provides financial  

assistance and supportive counseling for film industry veterans nationwide in trade services 

(IATSE), exhibition, and distribution who are experiencing hardship due to illness, accident 

or underemployment. 

The PAF staff of skilled social workers is knowledgeable about agencies and services nation-

wide and is here to provide information, regardless of eligibility.

We also provide a variety of brochures and publications to guide members through life issues. 

Social Service Consultations: When Life Is Challenging

n	 Supportive counseling	 n	 Bereavement counseling

n	 Health insurance advice	 n	 Education

n	 Elder care guidance	 n	 Accessing free/low cost 

			    	 services in your area

We also provide local referrals for:

n	 Health care professionals	 n	 Vocational counselors

n	 Home health agencies	 n	 Attorneys

n	 Transportation services	 n	 Conservators

n	 Low income housing	 n	 Financial advisors

Whether you are in need financial assistance or not, call for a free and confidential consultation. 

All consultations are conducted with holistic regard for each person’s unique emotional, 

medical, and financial status. 

2017 PIONEER OF THE YEAR

Pioneers Assistance Fund

Assistance Programs: When Income and Assets Are Limited

SHORT TERM FINANCIAL GRANTS

Depending on eligibility, we can assist with financial grants that pay for unexpected medical 

costs and/or assistance with cost of living expenses. Visit wrpioneers.org for a full list of 

services, or call one of our social workers today to find out how we can help.

SALAH HASSANEIN MEDICAL GRANTS 

Medical grants can pay for the following services (minimum of 5 years employment in the 

film industry):

n	 Dental	 n	 Psychotherapy

n	 Medical fee and co-pays	 n	 Health insurance premiums

n	 Hearing aids	 n	 Medical equipment

n	 Medications

BERNIE MYERSON EMERGENCY GRANTS

Emergency grants can pay for the following (Minimum of 10 recent years of employment in the 

film industry):

n	 Rent and utilities	 n	 Burial or cremation fees

n	 Food and household necessities	 n	 Vocational assistance

n	 Moving expenses

THE TOM SHERAK PIONEER GRANT

Recently named after Tom Sherak, film industry icon and past president of the Will  

Rogers Motion Picture Pioneers Foundation, this grant provides long-term assistance for  

industry veterans with a minimum of 25 years in exhibition and distribution. Please call for 

eligibility of program guidelines.

2017 PIONEER OF THE YEAR

HOW WE CAN HELP:



www.wrpioneers.org



“It’s great to be great, 

but it’s greater to be human.”

—Will Rogers



6767  FOREST  LAWN DR IVE   #303    LOS  ANGELES ,  C A    9 006 8

PHONE :  888 .994 .3863    FAX :  323 .380 .7950    www.wrp ionee r s .o rg

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT.

SEE YOU AGAIN NEXT YEAR.




