
1947 ADOLPH ZUKOR n 1948 GUS S. EYSSEL n 1949 CECIL B. DEMILLE 

n 1950 SPYROS P. SKOURAS n 1951 JACK, HARRY & ALBERT WARNER n  

1952 NATE J. BLUMBERG n 1953 BARNEY BALABAN n 1954 SIMON H.  

FABIAN n 1955 HERMAN ROBBINS n 1956 ROBERT J. O’DONNELL n 1957  

JOSEPH R. VOGEL n 1958 ROBERT S. BENJAMIN & ARTHUR B. KRIM  

n 1959 STEVE BROIDY n 1960 JOSEPH E. LEVINE n 1961 ABE MONTAGUE 

n 1962 MILTON R. RACKMIL n 1963 DARRYL F. ZANUCK n 1964 HAROLD J. 

MIRISCH n 1965 ROBERT H. O’BRIEN n 1966 WILLIAM R. FORMAN n 1967 

LEONARD H. GOLDENSON n 1968 LAURENCE A. T ISCH  n  1969 HARRY 

B R A N D T  n  1 9 7 0  I R V I N G  H .  L E V I N  n 1971 SAMUEL Z. ARKOFF & JAMES 

H. NICHOLSON n  1972 LEO JAFFE n  1973 TED ASHLEY n  1974 HENRY 

H. MARTIN n  1975 E. CARDON WALKER n  1976 CARL L. PATRICK n  1977 

SHERRILL C. CORWIN n  1978 DR. JULES STEIN  n  1979 HENRY G. PLITT 

n 1980 BOB HOPE n 1981 SALAH M. HASSANEIN n 1982 FRANK PRICE n 

1983 BERNARD MYERSON n 1984 SINEY SHEINBERG n 1985 JOHN  

ROWLEY n 1986 MICHAEL R. FORMAN n 1987 FRANK G. MANCUSO  

n 1988 JACK VALENTI n 1989 ALLEN PINSKER n 1990 TERRY SEMEL n 

1991 SUMNER M. REDSTONE n 1992 MIKE MEDAVOY n 1993 STANLEY  

H. DURWOOD n 1994 WALTERDUNN n 1995 ROBERT SHAYE n 1996  

SHERRY LANSING n 1997 BRUCE C. CORWIN n 1998 BUD STONE  

n 1999 KURT C. HALL n 2000 ROBERT J. DOWLING n 2001 ROBERT  

REHME n 2002 JONATHAN L. DOLGEN n 2003 MICHAEL D. EISNER n  

2004 ALAN F. HORN n 2005–2006 TRAVIS REID n 2007 JEFF BLAKE  

n 2008 MIKE CAMPBELL n  2009 MARC SHMUGER & DAVID LINDE  n  

2010 ROB MOORE  n  2011 DICK COOK  n  2012 JEFFREY KATZENBERG 

n 2013 KATHLEEN KENNEDY n 2014 TOM SHERAK n 2015 JIM GIANOPULOS
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Renewable resources were used to produce this printed piece.

A donation will be made on behalf of Donna Langley and  

the Will Rogers Motion Picture Pioneers Foundation  

to American Forestry.

The complete Pioneer of the Year Tribute Journal will be available 

for download on our website, www.wrpioneers.org/2016dinner.  

Thank you to all our sponsors.

2016 PIONEER OF THE YEAR

Welcome

On behalf of the Board of Directors of the Will Rogers Motion Picture Pioneers 

Foundation, thank you for attending the 2016 Pioneer of the Year Dinner. This is our 

75th annual dinner, and this evening’s honoree Donna Langley, is a most-deserving one.

The Pioneer of the Year award is bestowed upon an esteemed and respected member 

of the motion picture industry whose corporate leadership, service to the community 

and commitment to philanthropy is exceptional.

Tonight we honor a visionary leader, a proven champion of the motion picture art 

form, and a woman who gives tirelessly of herself to our industry and to philanthropic 

causes—Donna Langley.

The Pioneers Assistance Fund is the only industry program that provides both short-term 

and Quality of Life grants (long-term) to veterans of the motion picture industry who 

are encountering an illness, injury, or life-changing event.

Thank you for donating generously to our industry charity-hopefully you will never 

have reason to call on the Pioneers Assistance Fund, but should the need arise we 

will be here to help.

Please enjoy yourself tonight as we pay tribute to a true pioneer.

Chris Aronson

Chairman of the Board

Jim Orr

President



D O N N A  L A N G L E Y  was named Chairman of Universal 

Pictures in September 2013. She oversees all aspects of Universal’s 

production, marketing and distribution operations worldwide,  

including the studio’s global specialty division, Focus Features. 

Langley has been with Universal since 2001, starting as Senior Vice 

President of Production and subsequently serving as President of Production and Co-Chairman 

before her promotion to Chairman.

Under Langley’s leadership, Universal has evolved to break numerous industry records, with 

2015 marking the highest-grossing domestic, international and worldwide box office of any 

single year in any film studio’s history. Last year became the first time any studio has had three 

films cross $1 billion at the worldwide box office, with Furious 7, Jurassic World, and Minions 

all reaching that milestone.

During her 15-year tenure, Langley has reinvigorated and expanded some of the most lucrative 

and popular franchises in Universal’s 104-year history. In addition to shepherding the seven 

films in the Fast & Furious series, which have grossed more than $3.9 billion, and the five 

movies in the juggernaut Bourne series, she has presided over the studio’s biggest and most 

profitable franchises. These include Pitch Perfect, Despicable Me, Fifty Shades of Grey, Ride 

Along, The Purge, Meet the Parents, Neighbors, Ouija, Ted and Snow White and the Huntsman. 

She has also overseen diverse hits such as the Academy Award®-winning Les Misérables,  

A Beautiful Mind, Ray, and King Kong, as well as Cinderella Man, Seabiscuit, Munich, Mamma 

Mia!, Knocked Up, Bridesmaids, Wanted, Safe House, Dr. Seuss’ The Lorax, Mama, Lone Survivor, 

Lucy, Unbroken, Trainwreck and Straight Outta Compton.

Langley began her career at New Line Cinema, where she served as Senior Vice President of 

Production before joining Universal in 2001. While at New Line, she worked on films including 

those that comprised the hit Austin Powers franchise, as well as The Cell and Drop Dead Gorgeous.

She was named The Hollywood Reporter’s Executive of the Year in 2015 and has been regularly 

featured in the publication’s Top 100 Women in Entertainment issue. Langley is an Ambas-

sador for Vital Voices Global Ambassadors Program, a partnership between Vital Voices Global 

Partnership and Bank of America, and also serves on Vital Voices Board of Directors. She is on 

the advisory board of Chrysalis and was a key founder of The Hollywood Reporter’s Women in 

Film Mentorship program. A voting member of the British Academy of Film and Television 

Arts and the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences, she serves on the Board of Trustees 

for the American Film Institute.

A native of the United Kingdom, Langley lives in Los Angeles with her husband and their 

two sons.

2016 PIONEER OF THE YEAR 2016 PIONEER OF THE YEAR

Pioneering Spirit



MAT FRANCO

As the first and only magician ever to win NBC’s “America’s Got Talent,”  

Mat Franco takes an innovative approach to magic-making that’s driven by  

pure joy. Almost entirely self-taught, the 27-year-old Rhode Island native began 

developing his own shows before the age of ten and took the stage at the Riviera 

Hotel & Casino in Las Vegas by the time he was 15. With an improvisation-

fueled and humor-laced performance style partly honed through his years as a hugely in-demand  

college act, Franco returned to Las Vegas in 2015 to star in his very own live stage production, “Magic 

Reinvented Nightly” at The LINQ Hotel & Casino in Las Vegas. Following the successful debut of his 

first-ever TV special “Mat Franco’s Got Magic” on NBC, the world-class magician continues to strive to 

delight and create a unique experience for each audience he meets.

A Night to Remember

CHARLIZE THERON

South African-born and Oscar-winning actress Charlize Theron is one of the 

most celebrated actresses of our time, captivating audiences with her ability to 

embody a range of characters. Over the years, Charlize has appeared in numerous 

films including The Devil’s Advocate, The Cider House Rules, the critically acclaimed 

film Monster, for which she won an Academy Award,® a Golden Globe, a Screen 

Actors Guild Award and an Independent Spirit Award; North Country for which she was nominated 

for an Academy Award,® a Golden Globe, a Screen Actors Guild Award and a Critics Choice Award; 

HBO’s The Life and Death of Peter Sellers for which she received a Golden Globe, Screen Actors Guild 

and Emmy nominations. Charlize also appeared in Snow White and the Huntsman, A Million Ways to 

Die in the West; and recently in the Warner Bros’ Academy Award®-winning film Mad Max: Fury Road 

and Dark Places based on the best-selling novel by Gillian Flynn. She is currently filming The Coldest 

City and can next be seen in The Last Face and The Huntsman: Winter’s War expected in theaters in 2016.  

In addition to her acting success and principal involvement with her production company Denver & 

Delilah, Charlize serves as a United Nations Messenger of Peace and founder of the Charlize Theron  

Africa Outreach Project (CTAOP). CTAOP’s mission is to prevent and protect African youth from 

HIV/AIDS through its support of on the ground and community-engaged organizations. 

ALICIA QUARLES

It’s easy to see why celebrities readily open up to Alicia Quarles. Quarles’ wide-

ranging talents have led her to anchoring live coverage from the red carpet of the 

Academy Awards, to covering the White House Correspondents Dinner, to being 

on the field reporting from several Super Bowls, to interviewing at the Cannes 

Film Festival for outlets such as: MSNBC, The Today Show, The Associated 

Press, People/Time Inc., Headline News and VH1. Quarles spent three years at E! News where she served 

as the lead correspondent based in New York. During her time with E! she reported live from major red 

carpets such as the Oscars, Grammys and Emmys. In addition, she cohosted specials, fill-in anchored, 

created programming and broke news across formats. 

Quarles joined E! from The Associated Press where she was the Global Entertainment and Lifestyles 

Editor, overseeing a staff of more than 60 people. Quarles has traveled the globe for exclusive interviews 

with some of pop culture’s most fascinating names. She was also integral in covering President Obama’s 

Inaugurations, the death of Michael Jackson and its aftermath, and the Supreme Court confirmation 

hearings of Sonia Sotomayor. 

She has had nothing short of a meteoric rise since graduating summa cum laude from the University of 

Southern California. After graduation, Quarles accepted a position with Associated Press Television as an 

entertainment reporter and producer in Los Angeles. While there, she covered newsworthy events such as 

the Grammys, Academy Awards, Billboard Awards, death of President Reagan, and the Golden Globes. 

Quarles has garnered respect, admiration and genuine affection from her peers, top publicists, managers 

and other key players in the industry. She has won her reputation with her sterling work, her gregarious 

nature and her determination to be the best, and to put out the best work.
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The Will Rogers Motion Picture Pioneers Foundation
proudly bestows its highest honor on

DONNA LANGLEY
2016  P IONEER OF THE YEAR

IN RECOGNITION OF 

HER DISTINGUISHED LEADERSHIP  

OF HUMANITARIAN CAUSES AND 

 PHILANTHROPIC ENDEAvORS,

AND IN RECOGNITION OF  

THE EMINENCE SHE ACHIEvED  

IN THE ENTERTAINMENT INDUSTRY 

AND THE COMMUNITY AT LARGE

Chris Aronson
Chairman of the Board

Jim Orr
President

Honorary Dinner Committee

Working Dinner Committee
CHAIR:  J IM ORR

2016 PIONEER OF THE YEAR

RON MEYER 

JEFF SHELL 

NICK CARPOU

JIM GIANOPULOS 

STACEY SNIDER 

CHARLIZE THERON

SETH ROGEN 

EvAN GOLDbERG 

CHRIS MELEDANDRI

CHRIS ARONSON

STEvE bUNNELL

JEFF CAFUIR

NICK CARPOU

TERI  EvERETT

CINDY GARDNER

JOHN HALL

MIKE KENNEDY  

EvAN LANGwEILER

bOb LENIHAN

LAwRENCE MASSEY

JUSTIN MCDANIEL

MIKE vIANE



2015 JIM GIANOPULOS

2014 TOM SHERAK

2013 KATHLEEN KENNEdy

2012 JEFFREy KATZENBERG

2011 dICK COOK

2010 ROB MOORE

2009 MARC SHMUGER  

 & dAvId LINdE

2008 MIKE CAMPBELL

2007 JEFF BLAKE

2005–06 TRAvIS REId 

2004 ALAN F. HORN

2003 MICHAEL d. EISNER

2002 JONATHAN L. dOLGEN

2001 ROBERT REHME

2000 ROBERT J. dOWLING

1999 KURT C. HALL

1998 BUd STONE

1997 BRUCE C. CORWIN

1996 SHERRy LANSING

1995 ROBERT SHAyE

1994 WALTER H. dUNN

1993 STANLEy H. dURWOOd

1992 MIKE MEdAvOy

1991 SUMNER M. REdSTONE

1990 TERRy SEMEL

1989 ALLEN PINSKER

1988 JACK vALENTI

1987 FRANK G. MANCUSO

1986 MICHAEL R. FORMAN

1985 JOHN ROWLEy

1984 SIdNEy SHEINBERG

1983 BERNARd MyERSON

1982 FRANK PRICE

1981 SALAH M. HASSANEIN

1980 BOB HOPE

2016 PIONEER OF THE YEAR

Past Honorees

1979 HENRy G. PLITT

1978 dR. JULES STEIN

1977 SHERRILL C. CORWIN

1976 CARL L. PATRICK

1975 E. CARdON WALKER

1974 HENRy H. MARTIN

1973 TEd ASHLEy

1972 LEO JAFFE

1971  SAMUEL Z. ARKOFF 

& JAMES H. NICHOLSON

1970 IRvING H. LEvIN

1969 HARRy BRANdT

1968 LAURENCE A. TISCH

1967 LEONARd H. GOLdENSON

1966 WILLIAM R. FORMAN

1965 ROBERT H. O’BRIEN

1964 HAROLd J. MIRISCH

1963 dARRyL F. ZANUCK

1962 MILTON R. RACKMIL

1961 ABE MONTAGUE

1960 JOSEPH E. LEvINE

1959 STEvE BROIdy

1958 ROBERT S. BENJAMIN 

 & ARTHUR B. KRIM

1957 JOSEPH R. vOGEL

1956 ROBERT J. O’dONNELL

1955 HERMAN ROBBINS

1954 SIMON H. FABIAN

1953 BARNEy BALABAN

1952 NATE J. BLUMBERG

1951  JACK, HARRy  

& ALBERT WARNER

1950 SPyROS P. SKOURAS

1949 CECIL B. dEMILLE

1948 GUS S. EySSEL

1947 AdOLPH ZUKOR

2016 PIONEER OF THE YEAR



THE wILL ROGERS MOTION PICTURE 
PIONEERS FOUNDATION

wishes to thank 

THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
OF THEATRE OwNERS 

AND CINEMACON

for hosting the 

2016 Pioneer of the Year Dinner

13 April 2016

Congratulations Donna Langley and  
Will Rogers Motion Picture Pioneers —

What A Special Evening!

NATO and CinemaCon are pleased to join the Will Rogers Motion Picture Pioneers 

Foundation in recognizing Donna Langley for her extraordinary leadership and 

dedication to the industry. We are pleased to support this evening’s dinner in  

her honor, as exhibition and distribution leaders come together to celebrate the 

moviegoing experience.

 

The Pioneer of the Year dinner allows us to unite as an industry to raise money 

for a great cause. The Will Rogers Motion Picture Pioneers Foundation is a very 

important charity to NATO and CinemaCon, and we are thrilled to welcome  

Donna to the list of Pioneer of the Year honorees. Donna is the perfect recipient 

of this honor because her passion for charitable causes matches her passion for 

generating strong box office. The fact that Universal shattered many industry  

records in 2015 is just icing on the cake.

 

We look forward to continuing this great tradition in future years!

Congratulations, Donna

John Fithian
President & CEO

Mitch Neuhauser
Managing Director
CinemaCon

National Association of Theatre Owners

1705 N Street NW Washington, DC  20036 USA +1 202 962 0054

4605 Lankershim Blvd  Suite 180  North Hollywood, CA  91602  USA  +1 818 506 1778

nato@natodc.com     www.natoonline.org

CinemaCon

60 Cuttermill Road  Suite 413  Great Neck, NY   11021  USA  +1 516 439 5511

mitch.neuhauser@natodc.com    www.cinemacon.com



The PioneeRs AssisTAnce FunD  has traveled a rewarding path since 

its beginnings in 1939 as a group of industry personalities who gathered once a year to meet 

old friends socially. The stated goal of the organization remains the same: “To establish a 

self-perpetuating fund to assist pioneers of the motion picture industry who find themselves  

in need; the assistance to consist of direct financial aid, medical care and temporary  

business subsistence during periods of unemployment and unfortunate circumstances  

to eligible applicants.”

In 1951 the organization formalized its purpose, its meaning and its direction, and was  

determined to provide a helping hand to all veterans of the motion picture industry who 

needed financial aid and assistance. 

The rest is history. Since that time, the Pioneers Assistance Fund (PAF) has used available 

funds to further its outstanding record of helping industry veterans in need of financial or 

medical aid. Understandably, many of the cases must be handled in a delicate manner and 

confidentiality is of the utmost importance. Often, concerned members of the PAF play a vital 

role in seeking out those who need assistance but who are not yet aware of this program, an 

effort through which Pioneers truly are helping their own. When an individual is identified as 

one in need of help, the Pioneers Assistance Committee moves into action, selflessly devoting 

hours into an investigation of the person’s background and unique situation.

The PAF works in such an unassuming manner that its acts of quiet generosity are often 

hidden, eclipsed by the desire to maintain anonymity and preserve the dignity of those whom 

it helps. The PAF has sought little publicity and has shied away from the limelight. The 

appreciation of those in need is the most treasured reward possible, and the letters of thanks 

are most heartwarming.

The PAF wants all industry veterans who fall on tough times to know that they have a ready 

and efficient source of aid in times of emergency and distress. 

2016 PIONEER OF THE YEAR

Helping their own...

THE PIONEERS ASSISTANCE FUND  

IS A PROGRAM OF THE wILL ROGERS MOTION  

PICTURE PIONEERS FOUNDATION THAT PROvIDES 

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE AND SUPPORTIvE COUNSELING 

 TO ELIGIbLE MEMbERS OF THE MOTION PICTURE  

ENTERTAINMENT INDUSTRY (ExHIbITION,  

DISTRIbUTION AND TRADE SERvICES).
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T R I b U T E  S P O N S O R S

20TH CENTURY FOx

DREAMwORKS ANIMATION

THE wALT DISNEY STUDIOS





“If you want to be successful, it’s simple, 
know what you are doing, love what you are doing. 

And believe in what you are doing.”
—Will Rogers
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P H I L A N T H R O P I S T  S P O N S O R S

ATLAS DISTRIbUTION COMPANY

bLUEGRASS FILMS

bRENDEN MANN FOUNDATION

CINEMARK THEATRES

DELUxE

ILLUMINATION ENTERTAINMENT

PARAMOUNT PICTURES

REALD

RENTRAK COMSCORE

ROTH/KIRSCHENbAUM FILMS

SCREENvISION MEDIA

SHOwbIZ CINEMAS

 SONY PICTURES ENTERTAINMENT

TRAILER PARK INC. AND ART MACHINE

UNIvERSAL MUSIC GROUP

wARNER bROS. ENTERTAINMENT
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P R O D U C E R  S P O N S O R S

CHRIS MORGAN PRODUCTIONS & SECRET HIDEOUT

IMAx

LAIKA

MARKETFORCE INFORMATION

MATTEL FOUNDATION

MAxUS GROUP

UNITED TALENT AGENCY









In photo above: Will Rogers’ daughter Mary Rogers, actor/flier Fred Stone,  
Will Rogers’ son Jimmy Rogers, Will Rogers, his wife Betty Rogers and Will Rogers, Jr.

“We should never reach so high 
that we would ever forget those

 who helped us get there.” 
— Will Rogers
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L E G A C Y  S P O N S O R S

ARCLIGHT CINEMAS & PACIFIC THEATRES

A/v SQUAD, INC.  

bIG PICTURE ENTERTAINMENT, LLC

bLUMHOUSE PRODUCTIONS 

CINEPLEx ENTERTAINMENT 

CREATIvE ARTISTS AGENCY

DCIP

DOLbY 

FOCUS FEATURES

ICM PARTNERS

IMAGINE ENTERTAINMENT

LIONSGATE

MARC PLATT PRODUCTIONS

MARCUS THEATRES

MARKETCAST

MARY PARENT

NATIONAL AMUSEMENTS

NATIONAL RESEARCH GROUP

READING INTERNATIONAL/CITY CINEMAS/ 

ANGELIKA FILM CENTERS

RELATIvITY EUROPACORP DISTRIbUTION

UNIvERSAL DISTRIbUTION

wILD CARD 

wORKING TITLE FILMS

wORKSHOP CREATIvE

















MarketCast proudly congratulates an inspiring 
leader

Donna Langley
2016 Pioneer of the Year







WILD CARD

Congratulations 
to a true winner!

DONNA 
LANGLEY 

2016 Pioneer of the Year
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HERITAGE SPONSORS

ALLSPARK PICTURES AND HASbRO STUDIOS

CARMIKE CINEMAS

GLObAL bRANDED SOLUTIONS

KENCAST, INC.

LANDMARK CINEMAS OF CANADA

NCM MEDIA NETwORKS

veriTES









We salute

Donna Langley
the

2016 Pioneer of the Year

“You’ve got to go out on a limb sometimes  
because that’s where the fruit is.” 

—Will Rogers



2 0 1 6  P I O N E E R  O F  T H E  Y E A R

HELPING HAND SPONSORS

A24 FILMS

AMbLIN PARTNERS

ANGELINA JOLIE PITT

bLT COMMUNICATIONS

bOw TIE CINEMAS

CbS FILMS

CINEDIGM

CINEMAS GUZZO

FANDANGO

FATHOM EvENTS

HARKINS THEATRES

ICONISUS

iPIC

LINDEMAN & ASSOCIATES 

MOvIEPASS

OUTFRONT MEDIA

PARAGON THEATERS

SEISMIC PRODUCTIONS

SwANK MOTION PICTURES

SYUFY ENTERPRISES

THE wEINSTEIN COMPANY

wILLIAM MORRIS ENDEAvOR ENTERTAINMENT









CONGRATULATIONS, DONNA LANGLEY
2016 PIONEER OF THE YEAR AWARD RECIPIENT



Congratulates the 2016 
Pioneer of the Year

Donna Langley







moviepass
honors and congratulates

DONNA LANGLEY
UNIVERSAL PICTURES

2016
pioneer of the year







THE WEINSTE IN  COMPANy

C O N G R AT U L AT E S

DONNA LANGLEY
2016 PIONEER OF THE YEAR

ANd PROUdLy SUPPORTS THE 

PIONEERS ASSISTANCE FUNd
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bACK ON YOUR FEET SPONSORS

4Dx

ALLIED INTEGRATED MARKETING

ALLURE 

ANT FARM / INDUSTRY CREATIvE

bLEECKER STREET MEDIA

bLOOM HERGOTT DIEMER ROSENTHAL LAvIOLETTE

CARIbbEAN CINEMAS

CHRISTIE DIGITAL SYSTEMS USA, INC.

CLEAR CHANNEL OUTDOOR

CONCEPT ARTS

CREATE ADvERTISING

DRISSI ADvERTISING

FOCUS FEATURES DISTRIbUTION

GDC TECHNOLOGY

GIARONOMO 

IATSE INTERNATIONAL

iHEARTMEDIA

IMAGEMOvERS

INSYNC AND bEMISbALKIND

LOPEZ NEGRETE COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

MASTERIMAGE 3D INC.

MJR DIGITAL CINEMAS

OLSON vISUAL

PLAYTONE 

RCM MEDIA

STUDIO MOvIE GRILL

TERRY HINES & ASSOCIATES

vERANCE CORPORATION

THE vIANE FAMILY

















CONGRATULATIONS

DONNA LANGLEY 
2016 PIONEER OF THE YEAR

ON THIS WELL-dESERvEd HONOR



Dear Donna,

Congratulations on being honored as the 

Will Rogers Motion Picture Pioneer of the Year. 

This is well deserved and we could not 

be more proud and thrilled for you.  

Your vision and leadership are inspiring.

Your friends from ImageMovers

Bob Zemeckis

Jack Rapke

Jackie Levine









We congratulate

DONNA LANGLEY
2016 Pioneer of the Year

and

The Pioneers Assistance Fund





Donna—

Thank you for 

supporting the 

Pioneers Assistance Fund.  

Chuck, Sherry, Mike, 

Mark and Jenn Viane



“It’s great to be great,  
but it’s greater to be human.”

—Will Rogers

www.wrpioneers.org
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HOPE FOR TOMORROw SPONSORS

AMANDA ANKA & JASON bATEMAN

ARTS ALLIANCE AND PARK CIRCUS

bROAD GREEN PICTURES

bROwNSTONE PRODUCTIONS

bUDDHA JONES

CANADIAN PICTURE PIONEERS

CENTURION FILM, INC.

CINEMA CLIPS MARKETING

CINEMA SCENE

CObb THEATRES

COCA-COLA COMPANY

COMPREHENSIvE FILM  

    bOOKING, INC.

D-bOx

DIGITAL CINEMA MOvIE SERvICE

EDAMOvIE 

ExHIbITOR SUPPORT  

    PARTNERSHIP, INC. 

FRANK THEATRES

GLObAL ENTERTAINMENT  

    SECURITY

GOODRICH QUALITY THEATERS

ICON SHOwPLACE THEATRE

KAOS CONNECT

KRIKORIAN PREMIERE THEATRES

LAEMMLE CHARITAbLE  

    FOUNDATION

LANDMARK THEATRES

LARRY H. MILLER MEGAPLEx 

    THEATRES

LES CINEMAS CINE ENTERPRISE

LITHOGRAPHIx

MALCO THEATRES

METRO-GOLDwYN-MAYER 

    STUDIOS

MOTION PICTURE CLUb

MOTION PICTURE LICENSING 

    CORPORATION

NATO OF wI AND UPPER MI

NORTHwEST DIvERSIFIED 

    ENTERTAINMENT

OPEN ROAD FILMS

PARTICIPANT MEDIA

PREMIERE COMPANIES

PRIMARY COLOR

THE REFINERY

ROADSIDE ATTRACTIONS

STx ENTERTAINMENT

RObERT & ANDREw  

    SUNSHINE

THEATER bOOKING SERvICES

TUGG INC.

UNITED DRIvE-IN THEATRE 

    OwNERS ASSOCIATION

UNIvERSITY OF SOUTHERN 

    CALIFORNIA 

vINTAGE CINEMAS INC.

wEHRENbERG THEATRES

wILL PACKER PRODUCTIONS





CONGRATULATIONS, 
DONNA!

Thank you for your leadership and friendship.

ElizabEth banks, Max handElMan,  

and the  
b row n s to n E  P ro d u c t i o n s  t E a M .









Congratulations!
DONNA LANGLEY

2016 PIONEER OF THE YEAR



D-BOX

Congrats 
Donna
Langley
2016 
Pioneer
of the  
Year

We honor

DONNA LANGLEY
2016 Pioneer of the Year

and support the 

Pioneers Assistance Fund

DIGITAL CINEMA MOVIE SERVICE



congratulations
on this well-deserved honor

Donna Langley
2016 Pioneer of the Year





Congratulations, Donna

TONY KERASOTES
  

J IM  WE ISS     PAT  REMBUSCH



KAOS Connect 

proudly supports

Will Rogers Motion Picture Pioneers Foundation

in honoring

DONNA LANGLEY
2016 Pioneer of the Year Award



Congratulations to

DONNA LANGLEY













Cheers to you Donna  
and all you do.

Gary Moore 
 & Team  

at









Congratulations

DONNA LANGLEY
2 0 1 6  P i o n e e r  o f  t h e  Ye a r

From your friends at





Donna,
Such a well deserved honor!!  

While Pioneering Spirit  
describes you perfectly, 

I prefer to stick with  
my favorite moniker.

CONGRATULATIONS 
“QUEEN D”!!!!

Will Packer & the WPP Team



“Even if you’re on the right track,  
you’ll get run over if you just sit there.”

—Will Rogers
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FREEDOM SPONSORS

ATOM TICKETS

b&b THEATRES / bRAD bILLS INC. 

CELEbRATION! CINEMA 

CINEMA SERvICE COMPANY

GALAxY THEATRES

IATSE LOCAL 478

PHOENIx THEATRES ENTERTAINMENT

R/C THEATRES

SONORA ENTERTAINMENT GROUP

THEATRE SERvICES UNLIMITED

ULTRASTAR

vIbE CREATIvE

vIOLET CROwN CINEMAS



Congratulations to  
Donna Langley 

2016 Pioneer of the Year 

From your friends at Cinema Service Company



Congratulations to a real pioneer! 

D O N N A  L A N G L E Y 

2016 Pioneer of the Year



Congratulations
DONNA LANGLEY
2 O 1 6  P I O N E E R  O F  T H E  Y E A R

Cheers!
H O WA R D  L .  TA O R M I N O 

T H E AT R E  S E R V I C E S  U N L I M I T E D



“Never let yesterday use up too much of today.”  
— Will Rogers



“People are marvelous in their generosity 
 if they just know the cause is there.”

—Will Rogers

2 0 1 6  P I O N E E R  O F  T H E  Y E A R

D I N N E R  S U P P O R T E R S

MARC AbRAHAM

ALLEN THEATRES, INC.

bRIELLE CINEMAS

CALIFORNIA THEATRE bOOKING

CINEMA CONSULTANTS, LLC

CINEMA PINE INC.

CINEMA SERvICES

CLARK FILM bUYING

CLASSIC CINEMAS

CLEAN FUN

CO-OPERATIvE THEATRES 

    OF OHIO, INC.

FLORIN CREATIvE FILM SERvICES

FOx THEATRES

DK GURIN

NESA HASSANEIN

HORIZON CINEMAS INC.

INDIANA bOOKING SERvICE

JAx FILMS

HANK LIGHTSTONE

MILGRAM FILM SERvICES, LLC

MOTIvE CREATIvE

PATRIOT CINEMAS

JEANNETTE PEREZ

POLSON THEATRES, INC.

TRAvIS REID

REGENCY THEATRES

RON’S FILM bOOKING

JEFFREY SMITH

TOUCHSTAR CINEMAS

TRI-STATE THEATRE SERvICE

UNITED THEATRE SERvICE

ZURICH CINEMA CORPORATION



chAiRMAn oF The BoARD

Chris Aronson

PResiDenT

Jim Orr

FiRsT Vice PResiDenT

Mark Christiansen

TReAsuReR

Kyle Davies

secReTARY

Robert Lenihan

Vice PResiDenTs

Steve Bunnell

Nick Carpou

Rich Fay

Dave Hollis

David Passman

honoRARY chAiRMen

Salah Hassanein

Erik Lomis

Frank Mancuso

Sumner Redstone

Travis Reid

execuTiVe DiRecToR

Todd Vradenburg

MeDicAL ADVisoR

Edward Crandall, PhD, MD

PAsT PResiDenTs 

counciL

Rory Bruer

Ted Cooper

Dan Fellman

Jerome Forman

Erik Lomis

Travis Reid

Bruce Snyder

Robert Sunshine

Chuck Viane

Chris Aronson

Steve Bunnell

Nick Carpou

Mark Christiansen

Ann-Elizabeth Crotty

Kyle Davies

Rob Del Moro

Greg Dunn

Rich Fay

John Fithian

Scott Forman

Jeffrey Goldstein

Madelyn Hammond

Dave Hollis

Robert Lenihan

Branden Miller

Adam Mizel

Ben Moss

Jim Orr

David Passman

Rolando Rodriguez

Adrian Smith

John Spinello

Fred Van Noy

Tim Warner

Meg Wilson

Clark Woods

2016 PIONEER OF THE YEAR

Board of Directors

2016 PIONEER OF THE YEAR

TRusTees

*Deceased

PAsT PResiDenTs 

WRMPPF

Chris Aronson 

Ted Cooper

Jeffrey Goldstein

Bruce Snyder

Rory Bruer

Chuck Viane

Erik Lomis

Wayne Lewellen*

Stewart Blair

Fred Mound

Allen Pinsker*

Jerome Forman

Jerry Esbin*

Bud Levy

Robert Rehme

Frank Mancuso

Bernard Myerson*

Salah Hassanein

Henry “Hy” Martin*

Ned E. Depinet*

Abe Montague*

R.J. O’Donnell*

Richard Walsh*

PAsT PResiDenTs 

MPPF

Travis Reid

Mitchell Goldman

Tom Sherak*

Dan Fellman

Bruce C. Corwin

Robert Rehme

Michael Forman

Burton Robbins*

Henry G. Pitt*

Bernard Myerson*

B.V. Sturdivant*

James R. Velde*

Salah Hassanein

Chas A. Alicoate*

Henry “Hy” Martin*

George F. Dembow*

William J. Heineman*

Simon H. Fabian*

Ned E. Depinet*

Jack Cohn*
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Board of Directors

2016 PIONEER OF THE YEAR

Jim Amos

Ken Caldwell

Alan Davy

Sheila DeLoach

Elizabeth Deutsch

Jeremy Devine

Jack Foley

Greg Forston

Greg Foster

Elizabeth Frank

Steve Friedlander

Rob Friedman

Mark Gaines

Doug Gellerman

Ron Giambra

Charles Goldwater

Patricia Gonzalez

Sonny Gourley

Kevin Grayson

Phil Groves

Denise Gurin

John Hall

Paul Holliman

Wanda Holst

Robert Kaplowitz

Jeffrey Kaufman

Scott Kennedy

Spencer Klein

Nancy Klueter

Chris LeRoy

George Levitt

Hank Lightstone

Mathew Loeb

John Lundin

Michael McCartney

Larry McCourt

Kevin Mitchell

Mike Morelli

Fred Beiersdorf

Dick Cook

Robert Friedman

Larry Gleason

Kurt Hall

Stewart Harnell

Arlene Herson

Richard Kahn

Jeffrey Katzenberg

Peter Koplik

Bud Mayo

Bruce Olson

Steve Rapaport

Richard Rosenfield

Jay Swerdlow

Marilyn Tenser

ADVisoRY MeMBeRs honoRARY ADVisoRY MeMBeRs

Senn Moses

Mary Nakagawa

Kelly O’Connor

Lew O’Neil

Michael Polydoros

Jim Radcliff

Nikki Rocco

Jennifer Rogers-Etcheverry

Rick Sands

Darryl Schaffer

Scott Sherr

Paul Silk 

Jim Smith

George Solomon

David Spitz

Paul Springer

Mike Viane

Craig Zeltner



The Pioneers Assistance Fund (PAF) program provides financial  

assistance and supportive counseling for film industry veterans nationwide in trade services 

(IATSE), exhibition, and distribution who are experiencing hardship due to illness, accident 

or underemployment. 

The PAF staff of skilled social workers is knowledgeable about agencies and services nation-

wide and is here to provide information, regardless of eligibility.

We also provide a variety of brochures and publications to guide members through life issues. 

Social Service Consultations: When Life Is Challenging

n Supportive counseling n Bereavement counseling

n Health insurance advice n Education

n Elder care guidance n Accessing free/low cost 

     services in your area

We also provide local referrals for:

n Health care professionals n Vocational counselors

n Home health agencies n Attorneys

n Transportation services n Conservators

n Low income housing n Financial advisors

Whether you are in need financial assistance or not, call for a free and confidential consultation. 

All consultations are conducted with holistic regard for each person’s unique emotional, 

medical, and financial status. 

2016 PIONEER OF THE YEAR

Pioneers Assistance Fund

hoW We cAn heLP:

Assistance Programs: When Income and Assets Are Limited

shoRT TeRM FinAnciAL GRAnTs

Depending on eligibility, we can assist with financial grants that pay for unexpected medical 

costs and/or assistance with cost of living expenses. Visit wrpioneers.org for a full list of 

services, or call one of our social workers today to find out how we can help.

sALAh hAssAnein MeDicAL GRAnTs 

The Salah Hassanein Medical Grant can pay for the following services (minimum of 5 years 

employment in the film industry):

n Dental n Psychotherapy

n Medical fee and co-pays n Health insurance premiums

n Hearing aids n Medical equipment

n Medications

BeRnie MYeRson eMeRGencY GRAnTs

Recently named after industry legend Bernie Myerson, emergency grants can pay for the  

following (minimum of 10 recent years of employment in the film industry):

n Rent and utilities n Burial or cremation fees

n Food and household necessities n Vocational assistance

n Moving expenses

The ToM sheRAk PioneeR GRAnT

The Tom Sherak Pioneer Grant provides long-term assistance for industry veterans with a 

minimum of 25 years in exhibition and distribution. Please call for eligibility guidelines.

2016 PIONEER OF THE YEAR



“Just because it’s common sense,  
doesn’t mean it’s common practice.”

—Will Rogers



“It’s great to be great, 
but it’s greater to be human.”

—Will Rogers

In 2006, the Will Rogers Institute expanded its focus to include neonatal 
equipment needs in the United States and developed the Brave Beginnings 

program. Brave Beginnings provides life-saving equipment to hospitals 
across the country, so little lives everywhere can thrive.  

Learn more at bravebeginnings.org.
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ThAnk You FoR YouR suPPoRT.

see You AGAin nexT YeAR.




