
1947 ADOLPH ZUKOR n 1948 GUS EYSSEL n 1949 CECIL B. DEMILLE  

n 1950 SPYROS P. SKOURAS n 1951 JACK, HARRY & ALBERT WARNER n 

1952 NATE BLUMBERG n 1953 BARNEY BALABAN n 1954 SIMON FABIAN 

n 1955 HERMAN ROBBINS n 1956 ROBERT O’DONNELL n 1957 JOSEPH 

VOGEL  n 1958 ROBERT BENJAMIN & ARTHUR B. KRIM  n 1959 STEVE 

BROIDY  n 1960 JOSEPH E. LEVINE n 1961 ABE MONTAGUE n 1962  

MILTON RACKMIL n 1963 DARRYL F. ZANUCK n 1964 HAROLD MIRISCH  

n 1965 ROBERT O’BRIEN n 1966 WILLIAM FORMAN n 1967 LEONARD  

GOLDENSON n 1968 LAURENCE T I S C H  n 1 9 6 9  H A R R Y  B R A N D T  n 1 9 7 0 

I R V I N G  H .  L E V I N  n 1971 SAMUEL Z. ARKOFF & JAMES NICHOLSON n 

1972  LEO JAFFE  n 1973 TED ASHLEY  n 1974 HENRY MARTIN  n 1975 E. 

CARDON WALKER  n 1976 CARL PATRICK  n 1977 SHERRILL C.  CORWIN 

n  1 9 7 8  D R .  J U L E S  S T E I N  n  1 9 7 9  H E N R Y  P L I T T  n  1980 BOB HOPE 

n 1981 SALAH HASSANEIN n 1982 FRANK PRICE n 1983 BERNARD MYERSON 

n 1984 SIDNEY SHEINBERG n 1985 JOHN ROWLEYn 1986 MICHAEL FORMAN 

n 1987 FRANK MANCUSO n 1988 JACK VALENTI n 1989 ALLEN PINSKER 

n 1990 TERRY SEMEL n 1991 SUMNER REDSTONE n 1992 MIKE MEDAVOY 

n 1993 STANLEY DURWOOD n 1994 WALTER DUNN n 1995 ROBERT  

SHAYE n 1996 SHERRY LANSING n 1997 BRUCE CORWIN  n 1998 

BUD STONE n 1999 KURT HALL n 2000 ROBERT DOWLING n 2001  

ROBERT REHME n 2002 JONATHAN DOLGEN n 2003 MICHAEL EISNER n  

2004 ALAN HORN n 2005–2006 TRAVIS REID n 2007 JEFF BLAKE n 2008 

MIKE CAMPBELL n 2009 MARC SHMUGER & DAVID LINDE  n 2010 ROB 

MOORE  n 2011 DICK COOK  n 2012 JEFFREY KATZENBERG n 2013  

KATHLEEN KENNEDY n 2014 TOM SHERAK  n 2015 JIM GIANOPULOS n  

2016 DONNA LANGLEY n 2017 CHERYL BOONE ISAACS n 2018 TOM CRUISE

E L I Z A B E T H  B A N K S
2 0 1 9  P I O N E E R  O F  T H E  Y E A R

P R E S E N T E D  B Y
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The complete Pioneer of the Year Tribute Journal will be available 

for download on our website, www.wrpioneers.org/2019dinner.  

Thank you to all our sponsors.

2019 PIONEER OF THE YEAR

Welcome

On behalf of the Board of Directors of the Will Rogers Motion Picture Pioneers 
Foundation, thank you for attending the 2019 Pioneer of the Year Dinner. This 
is our 78th annual dinner, and this evening’s honoree, Elizabeth Banks, is a 
most-deserving one.

The Pioneer of the Year award is bestowed upon an esteemed and respected 
member of the motion picture industry whose corporate leadership, service to 
the community and commitment to philanthropy is exceptional.

Tonight we honor a true Pioneer in our industry—a producer, a leader, a director, 
a writer and the second actor to receive this honor—Elizabeth Banks.

The Pioneers Assistance Fund is the only industry program that provides both 
short-term and Quality of Life grants (long-term) to veterans of the motion 
picture industry who are encountering an illness, injury, or life-changing event.

Please enjoy yourself tonight, as we pay tribute to a true pioneer. Thank you 
for donating  generously to our industry charity—hopefully you will never need 
to call on the Pioneers Assistance Fund, but if you do, we will be here to help.

Jim Orr 
Chairman of the Board

Kyle Davies
President



Elizabeth Banks’ career as an actress, producer and director continues 

to flourish with another prolific year ahead. She is known for roles 

in comedy and drama in both film and television. With stand-out 

performances in projects including The Hunger Games franchise, Love 

& Mercy, and The LEGO Movie, Banks is a three-time Emmy nominee 

for recurring roles in 30 Rock and Modern Family. 

Banks’ latest project, the highly anticipated Charlie’s Angels film at Sony, which she produced, 

directed, wrote and appears in as Bosley, releases this November 15th. Her newest television 

series Shrill, starring Aidy Bryant, premiered at the SXSW Festival to glowing reviews and 

is currently streaming on Hulu. Banks produced the television series through her company 

Brownstone Productions which she co-owns with her husband Max Handelman. The company 

is best known for producing the hit Pitch Perfect franchise. 

Last year she lent her voice to Wildstyle opposite Chris Pratt in The LEGO Movie 2: The Second 

Part after voicing the same character in the 2014 smash hit The Lego Movie. In 2017, she reprised 

her role as Gail in Pitch Perfect 3. In 2015, Banks returned to her popular role as Effie Trinket 

in The Hunger Games: Mockingjay – Part 2. She also appeared in a cameo role in Magic Mike 

XXL and in the Netflix reprisal of Wet Hot American Summer. In 2015 she also hosted NBC’s 

Saturday Night Live. In 2014, she received critical acclaim for her role as Melinda Wilson in Love 

& Mercy opposite Paul Dano and John Cusack who both portrayed Brian Wilson.

Her feature credits include W in which Banks garnered critical-acclaim for her role as First 

Lady Laura Bush and her breakthrough role in the Academy Award® winning film Seabiscuit, 

in which she starred as Marcela Howard. She has gone on to appear in many films some of 

which include Haim Seban’s Power Rangers, Steven Spielberg’s Catch Me If You Can, Magic 

Mike XXL, Our Idiot Brother, Zack and Miri Make a Porno, People Like Us, What to Expect When 

You’re Expecting, Man on a Ledge, The 40-Year-Old Virgin, Walk of Shame, The Baxter and  

Little Accidents. Banks also appeared as journalist Betty Brant in Columbia Pictures’ blockbuster 

franchise Spider-Man, John Singleton’s Shaft and the cult hit Wet, Hot, American Summer.

Pioneering Spirit
2019 PIONEER OF THE YEAR 2019 PIONEER OF THE YEAR

ELIZABETH BANKS

On the small screen, Banks earned three Emmy Award nominations for “Outstanding Guest 

Actress in a Comedy Series” for her performances as Avery Jessup on 30 Rock and her guest  

appearances as Sal on ABC’s Modern Family. She had a recurring role as Dr. Kim Porter on 

NBC’s Scrubs. Banks reprised her role as Lindsay in Netflix’s Wet Hot American Summer: First 

Day of Camp and Wet Hot American Summer: 10 Years Later. Her stage credits include many roles 

in American Conservatory Theatre productions, as well as the Guthrie Theater’s production of 

Summer & Smoke directed by David Esbjornson. In 2006 Banks played Cherie, the female lead in 

William Inge’s Bus Stop, as part of the Williamstown Theater Festival.

On the production side, she made her directorial debut in 2015 with Pitch Perfect 2, the 

highest opening weekend for a musical comedy in history, the biggest opener for a first-time 

feature film director, and the second-largest opening for a female director. It garnered her the 

“Breakthrough Filmmaker of the Year” award at the 2015 CinemaCon Awards. Brownstone 

Productions’ slate includes multiple film, television and digital collaborations with Universal,  

Sony Pictures, Amazon, CW, ABC, Lionsgate, Netflix, HULU, and Paramount Digital. The 

current film slate includes Let’s Go Crazy at Paramount Players; White Girl Problems at Lionsgate; 

Uncanny Valley, Science Fair, The Grace Year and Red Queen at Universal, the latter two which 

she will direct. Brownstone’s upcoming television slate includes Hoops and Strong Justice at 

NBC; Love Me put pilot order and Nkechi Carroll’s The Untitled Project at ABC co-produced 

with Berlanti Productions; Girl Waits with a Gun at Amazon; an adult animated comedy series 

based on The Flintstones at Warner Bros. TV; and The Twelve put pilot order at FOX. She 

made her commercial debut, directing a 2017 Superbowl television ad for detergent brand 

Persil. In 2017, she produced The Most Hated Woman in America starring Melissa Leo at 

Netflix. In the digital space Brownstone produced Resident Advisors, a comedy series with 

Paramount Digital that premiered on HULU in 2015. 

Originally from Massachusetts, Banks received her Bachelor’s Degree from the University of 

Pennsylvania and her Graduate Degree at the American Conservatory Theater. She is involved 

with many charities which include Center for Reproductive Rights, Planned Parenthood, LA’s 

Best, Temple Israel of Hollywood, The First Lady’s Reach Higher Initiative, Heifer International, 

Intrepid Fallen Heroes Fund, and Turnaround Arts. Banks currently resides in Los Angeles.



Busy was born Elizabeth Jean Philipps in Oak Park, 

Illinois, a suburb of Chicago. She became interested 

in acting when she was in fourth grade and always 

enjoyed starring in school productions. During the 

summer, she attended theater camp.

While still in high school, Philipps worked the toy-fair 

circuit as a real-life Barbie (“Cool Teen Skipper”). 

Among the people who saw her at a toy convention was 

actress Sharon Stone, who was impressed with Philipps’ 

performance and told Philipps that she would be a star.

Her first major role was Kim Kelly in the 1999-2000 comedy-drama TV series Freaks and 

Geeks. Philipps appeared in all but one of the show’s 18 episodes. In 2001 she joined the 

popular television show Dawson’s Creek. Her portrayal of Audrey Liddell earned Philipps  

a Teen Choice Awards nomination in the category of “TV-Choice Sidekick.” In 2006,  

she had a major recurring role as Hope Bobeck on ER, alongside her Freaks and Geeks 

co-star Linda Cardellini.

From 2009 to 2015, Philipps portrayed Laurie Keller in the television series Cougar Town. 

She has also appeared in supporting roles in numerous films, such as The Smokers,  

Home Room, White Chicks, Made of Honor, He’s Just Not That Into You, The Gift, and 

I Feel Pretty.

Philipps married screenwriter Marc Silverstein in 2007. They have two daughters, 

Birdie and Cricket.

A Night to Remember
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BUSY PHILIPPS

“If you want to be  

successful, it’s simple, 

know what you  

are doing, love what 

 you are doing.  

And believe in  

what you are doing.”

—Will Rogers
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The Will Rogers Motion Picture Pioneers Foundation
proudly bestows its highest honor on

ELIZABETH BANKS
2 0 1 9  P I O N E E R  O F  T H E  Y E A R

IN RECOGNITION OF 

HER DISTINGUISHED LEADERSHIP  

OF HUMANITARIAN CAUSES AND 

 PHILANTHROPIC ENDEAVORS,

AND IN RECOGNITION OF  

THE EMINENCE SHE ACHIEVED  

IN THE ENTERTAINMENT INDUSTRY 

AND THE COMMUNITY AT LARGE

Jim Orr
Chairman of the Board

Kyle Davies 
President

Working Dinner Committee

CHAIR: KYLE DAVIES
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CHRIS ARONSON

ROSY BAKER

ADAM BERGERMAN

RYAN COLLINS

ANN-ELIZABETH CROTTY

ROBIN DAVIDS

VINELE GRANA

JASON GROFF

GLORIA HANN

ALYSON JONES

TODD KAPLAN

JESSICA KOLSTAD

KATIE KORNFIELD

KATE LANDAU

ELENA RUSSELL-NAVA

JIM ORR

ADRIAN SMITH

STEPHANIE WU
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Proclamation for Elizabeth Banks

Whereas, Elizabeth Banks is the recipient of the 2019 Pioneer 
of the Year award given by the Will Rogers Motion Picture  
Pioneers Foundation at The Beverly Hills Hilton, Beverly Hills, 
California, on September 25, 2019; and

Whereas, Banks is the first female director to receive this 
honor, which is given to a member of the motion picture  
community who exemplifies professional leadership, service  
and commitment to philanthropy; and 

Whereas, Banks made her directorial debut with Universal 
Pictures’ Pitch Perfect 2, the top grossing musical comedy of all 
time, and is also currently directing, producing, co-writing and 
starring as Bosley in Charlie’s Angels for Sony Pictures; and 

Whereas, Banks’ contributions to the film business as an  
actress, director and producer, along with her tremendous  
advocacy and support of women in our community and  
beyond, demonstrates leadership, vision and inspires  
audiences everywhere.

Now, therefore, we, the City Council of the City of Beverly 
Hills, California do hereby commend Elizabeth Banks for her 
accomplishments and contributions to film and congratulate 
her on being named 2019 Pioneer of the Year.

Dated: September 25, 2019

“People are  

marvelous in  

their generosity 

 if they just know 

the cause is there.”

—Will Rogers

Will Rogers with Eleanor Roosevelt.



2018 TOM CRUISE

2017 CHERYL BOONE ISAACS

2016 DONNA LANGLEY

2015 JIM GIANOPULOS

2014 TOM SHERAK

2013 KATHLEEN KENNEDY

2012 JEFFREY KATZENBERG

2011 DICK COOK

2010 ROB MOORE

2009 MARC SHMUGER  

 & DAVID LINDE

2008 MIKE CAMPBELL

2007 JEFF BLAKE

2005–06 TRAVIS REID 

2004 ALAN F. HORN

2003 MICHAEL D. EISNER

2002 JONATHAN L. DOLGEN

2001 ROBERT REHME

2000 ROBERT J. DOWLING

1999 KURT C. HALL

1998 BUD STONE

1997 BRUCE C. CORWIN

1996 SHERRY LANSING

1995 ROBERT SHAYE

1994 WALTER H. DUNN

1993 STANLEY H. DURWOOD

1992 MIKE MEDAVOY

1991 SUMNER M. REDSTONE

1990 TERRY SEMEL

1989 ALLEN PINSKER

1988 JACK VALENTI

1987 FRANK G. MANCUSO

1986 MICHAEL R. FORMAN

1985 JOHN ROWLEY

1984 SIDNEY SHEINBERG

1983 BERNARD MYERSON

1982 FRANK PRICE

1981 SALAH M. HASSANEIN
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Past Honorees

1980 BOB HOPE

1979 HENRY G. PLITT

1978 DR. JULES STEIN

1977 SHERRILL C. CORWIN

1976 CARL L. PATRICK

1975 E. CARDON WALKER

1974 HENRY H. MARTIN

1973 TED ASHLEY

1972 LEO JAFFE

1971  SAMUEL Z. ARKOFF 

& JAMES H. NICHOLSON

1970 IRVING H. LEVIN

1969 HARRY BRANDT

1968 LAURENCE A. TISCH

1967 LEONARD H. GOLDENSON

1966 WILLIAM R. FORMAN

1965 ROBERT H. O’BRIEN

1964 HAROLD J. MIRISCH 

1963 DARRYL F. ZANUCK

1962 MILTON R. RACKMIL

1961 ABE MONTAGUE

1960 JOSEPH E. LEVINE

1959 STEVE BROIDY

1958 ROBERT S. BENJAMIN 

 & ARTHUR B. KRIM

1957 JOSEPH R. VOGEL

1956 ROBERT J. O’DONNELL

1955 HERMAN ROBBINS

1954 SIMON H. FABIAN

1953 BARNEY BALABAN

1952 NATE J. BLUMBERG

1951  JACK, HARRY  

& ALBERT WARNER

1950 SPYROS P. SKOURAS

1949 CECIL B. DEMILLE

1948 GUS S. EYSSEL

1947 ADOLPH ZUKOR
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The honorary mayor of Beverly Hills, Will Rogers.

2019 PIONEER OF THE YEAR

Beverly Hills:  
Welcomes Will Rogers

THE GLAMOUR BEGINS : The city of Beverly Hills, California was officially 

incorporated on January 28, 1914, but had no mayor. Attracted to an elegant lifestyle 

made possible by the Beverly Hills Hotel, Douglas Fairbanks and Mary Pickford led 

the wave of movie stars to Beverly Hills when they bought an existing hunting lodge 

and had it redesigned into their mansion, Pickfair, in 1919. Gloria Swanson, Will 

Rogers, Charlie Chaplin, Carl Laemmle, Ronald Coleman, John Barrymore, Buster 

Keaton, Harold Lloyd, Jack Warner, Rudolph Valentino and countless others soon 

followed and built stylish mansions.

The very existence of Beverly Hills was threatened by a proposal to annex the City to 

Los Angeles in 1923. Los Angeles, proponents argued, would provide an inexhaustible 

supply of clean water for growth. However, emboldened by their new local identity, 

residents Will Rogers, Mary Pickford and others mobilized local voters against the plan. 

Despite many dirty campaign tactics, annexation failed by a vote of 507 to 337 and the 

town of Beverly Hills triumphed. The following year, the city voted to approve 

$400,000 in bonds to purchase the water system from the Beverly Hills Utilities  

Company and drill additional wells.

This “war of independence” was perhaps the first union of show business and politics 

in our national life. In 1925, long before Ronald Reagan went from soundstage to 

governor’s mansion, Will Rogers, a wisecracking political humorist was proclaimed the 

honorary mayor. Rogers went on to play a part in the development of Beverly Hills 

by fostering construction of a new City Hall in 1932 and the establishment of a U.S. 

Post Office in 1934. He is credited with securing funding for the building from the 

federal government, after sending a typically folksy-yet-biting letter to Secretary of the 

Treasury, Andrew Mellon.



2019 PIONEER OF THE YEAR

Will Rogers on a favorite polo pony.

In addition to his property in Beverly Hills, Will bought land in Santa Monica and built a 

ranch where he could relax with his family and friends, pursuing his favorite pastimes of riding 

and roping. He owned about 359 acres overlooking the Pacific Ocean, in what is now known 

as the Pacific Palisades. 

2019 PIONEER OF THE YEAR

The Polo Lounge:  
A Will Rogers Legacy

Among his many claims to fame, Rogers also was an accomplished polo player whose ardor 

for the game was unequaled. His love for the game was such that he built a polo field in his 

front yard! Will played with and against Hollywood titans such as Clark Gable, Spencer Tracy,  

Darryl Zanuck, and Walt Disney. After matches, the players were known to ride their horses 

down the road a bit to the Beverly Hills Hotel to toast their victories. The dimly lit room 

tucked away in the hotel was a premier dining spot of the day and one of Will’s favorite  

hangouts. He was there so often that when Will died tragically in a plane crash in 1935, the 

hotel named its bar in his honor and the “Polo Lounge” was born.

Will Rogers family at Santa Monica home. Left to right: Will Rogers Jr.,  

Jim Rogers with pet calf, Betty Rogers, Mary Rogers with pet dog, 

and Will Rogers, circa 1927.
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PRES ENTING S PONSOR
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WE LCOME REC EPT ION SPONSOR
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TR IBUTE  SPONSOR
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SP IR I TS  &  COC KTAIL  SPONSOR
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D INNER CO-SPONSORS

AMAZON STUDIOS

CINEMARK

COMSCORE

OPEN ROAD

PARAMOUNT PICTURES

SCREENVISION MEDIA

SHOWBIZ CINEMAS

SONY PICTURES ENTERTAINMENT (INSIDE FRONT COVER)

UNITED ARTISTS RELEASING

UNITED TALENT AGENCY, UNTITLED ENTERTAINMENT,  

AND ZIFFREN BRITTENHAM LLP

UNIVERSAL PICTURES AND FOCUS FEATURES

VARIETY (INSIDE BACK COVER)

VISION MEDIA 

THE WALT DISNEY STUDIOS

WARNER BROS. ENTERTAINMENT
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LEGACY S PONSORS

BRENDEN MANN FOUNDATION

BUDDHA JONES

CREATIVE ARTISTS AGENCY

DCIP

DELTA AIR LINES

LEGENDARY

LIONSGATE

MARCUS THEATRES CORPORATION

MOCEAN

NETFLIX

READING INTERNATIONAL

REALD

WORKSHOP CREATIVE







Congratulations

Elizabeth Banks
on your well-deserved  

honor and for supporting 
such a worthy organization.

–LEGENDARY









“You’ve got to 
 go out on a  

limb sometimes  
because that’s 

where the fruit is.” 
—Will Rogers
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HERITAGE S PONSORS

2.0 ENTERTAINMENT AND THE CANTILLON CO.

ADSTREAM

BIG PICTURE

CINEVIZION

CLEAR CHANNEL OUTDOOR

DASH FREIGHT

DISNEY ADVERTISING SALES

DTS

ECLIPSE

FACEBOOK

HOME BREW AGENCY

IMAX

INSYNC PLUS

NATIONAL AMUSEMENTS

NATIONAL RESEARCH GROUP

NCM

NEW WAVE ENTERTAINMENT/PROJECT X A/V

OLSON VISUAL

ON DISPLAY CREATIVE

SWANK MOTION PICTURES

TRAILER PARK INC. AND ART MACHINE

TRANSIT

TRIGGER

UNFOLD AGENCY

VISTA GROUP

WILD CARD







Congratulations 
Elizabeth Banks 

2019 Pioneer of the Year





congratulations
elizabeth  
banks!











CONGRATULATES

ELIZABETH BANKS 

2019 PIONEER 

OF THE YEAR







CONGRATULATIONS
ELIZABETH BANKS

2019 PIONEER 
OF THE YEAR
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H E LP ING HANDS  SPONSORS

A24

BLT COMMUNICATIONS

DMS

ENTERTAINMENT STUDIOS MOTION PICTURES

HARKINS THEATRES

IATSE INTERNATIONAL

IGNITION CREATIVE

LANDMARK CINEMAS CANADA

THE MOTION PICTURE CLUB

PERFECT WORLD PICTURES

SSI ADVANCED POST

STUDIO MOVIE GRILL













SSI Advanced Post Services 

congratulates 

ELIZABETH BANKS

2019 Pioneer of the Year 
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BACK ON YOUR FEET  SPONSORS

4DX SCREEN X

ADDISON INTERACTIVE

ALLIED GLOBAL MARKETING

ARCLIGHT CINEMAS AND PACIFIC THEATRES

CARIBBEAN CINEMAS

CINEPLEX

COLD OPEN

CREATE ADVERTISING

DELTA GROUP

DELUXE

DNEG

FATHOM EVENTS

FILM ROW

GDC

REGENCY THEATRES

SOUTHERN THEATRES

STX ENTERTAINMENT

VERITES



We honor the achievements 
 of 

Elizabeth Banks 
2019 Pioneer of the Year

and the great work 
 of the

Will Rogers Motion  
Picture Pioneers Foundation













It’s rare to find such a person with  
your kindness and generosity.

We salute your commitment  
to the cinema industry.

ELIZABETH BANKS

2019 PIONEER OF THE YEAR

 

Congratulations from your friends at







“Even if you’re on  

the right track,  

you’ll get run over  

if you just sit there.”

—Will Rogers

“It’s great  

to be great,

but it’s greater 

to be human.”

—Will Rogers
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H OP E  FOR TOMORROW SPONSORS

1540 PRODUCTIONS

ALAMO DRAFTHOUSE CINEMA

AVANADE

AVIRON PICTURES

B&B THEATRES / BRAD BILLS INC.

BLS LIMO

BOW TIE CINEMAS

BUZZFEED

CANADIAN PICTURE PIONEERS

CENTURION FILM

CHRISTIE

CINEMA SERVICE COMPANY

CINIONIC 

THE COCA COLA COMPANY

DRISSI ADVERTISING

EXTRA CREDIT PROJECTS

FILM EXPO GROUP

THE FILM GROUP

GES AND MOKU INTERNATIONAL 

HASBRO

iHEART MEDIA

LAEMMLE CHARITABLE FOUNDATION

LARRY H. MILLER MEGAPLEX THEATRES

MALCO THEATRES

MARKETFORCE INFORMATION

NATO OF WISCONSIN AND UPPER MICHIGAN

NATO AND CINEMACON

NEON

ORORA VISUAL

PIXELOGIC

RCM MEDIA

RED CLOUD AGENCY

ROADSIDE ATTRACTIONS

ROUTE 66 PRODUCTIONS

THEATER BOOKING SERVICE

UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

VEVO

VIACOM

VINTAGE CINEMAS

WALLACE FAMILY

ZEALOT



productions
congratulates
Elizabeth Banks
2019 Pioneer
of the Year.

THE 

ALAMO DRAFTHOUSE

CONGRATULATES

ELIZABETH BANKS

ON HER 

2019

PIONEER OF THE YEAR AWARD



Whether you call yourself Gail, 
Avery, Effie or even Miri,  

we call you A-mazing. 

Congratulations,  
Ms. 2019 Pioneer of the Year

Avanade 



BLS Limo would like 
to congratulate

ELIZABETH BANKS

2019 Pioneer 
of the Year

blsco.com



CONGRATULATIONS
ELIZABETH BANKS

2019 PIONeeR
OF THE YEAR
from your friends at











cheers! 
elizabeth banks

2019 pioneer  
of the year

from 
the film group





Congratulations to

ELIZABETH BANKS















2019 Pioneer of the Year
Elizabeth Banks

Congratulations 
from all of us

Mike Timko
Theater Booking Services - Santa Rosa,CA

Allen Michaan
Grand Lake Theater - Oakland, CA

Elgina Conner
Alameda Theater & Contra Costa Cinemas

The Getz & La Marc Families
Serra Cinemas Inc. - Grass Valley, CA

Dan & Amy Tocchini
Santa Rosa Entertainment Group



congratulations
elizabeth banks

from all of us at



ELIZABETH
2019 Pioneer of the Year

Congratulations

from your friends at



Liz,

The Wallace Clan is so proud of you! We knew 
from a young age that you would make your mark 
on the world. And you have done just that as a 
director, producer, actor and philanthropist. You 
have teamed up with your perfect partner, Max,  
to create so many things for all of us to enjoy!

You touch everyone you encounter and bring so 
much joy and laughter to all who have the privilege 
to call you family. 

With so much love from your family
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FREEDOM SPONSORS

BARK BARK

BLACK BOX CREATIVE GROUP

CINEMA SERVICES AND BRIELLE CINEMAS

CLASSIC CINEMAS

DUGGEL VISUAL SOLUTIONS

FORREST FILMS

FRAMEWORK STUDIO

GALAXY THEATRES

GLOBAL BRANDED SOLUTIONS

GOLDEN LINK

GOODRICH QUALITY THEATERS

KERASOTES SHOWPLACE THEATRES, LLC

LANDMARK THEATRES

MELROSE INC

MJR DIGITAL CINEMAS

NEOGANDA

NEW VISION THEATRES

NEW WORLD GROUP

NORTHWEST DIVERSIFIED ENTERTAINMENT

PARAGON THEATERS

PHOENIX THEATRES ENTERTAINMENT

PROMOSHOP

QUALITY SIGN AND MARQUEE

SLANT LA

SNAPCO

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA GRAPHICS

STUDIO C

TANGERINE PROMOTIONS

UNIVERSAL McCANN

UNIVISION



Congratulations
ELIZABETH BANKS
WILL ROGERS 2019 PIONEER OF THE YEAR

Craig Zel tner  & Rob Lawinski

CINEMA SERVICES     BRIELLE CINEMAS





Congratulations, Elizabeth! TONY KERASOTES | JIM WEISS





Congratulations 

Elizabeth Banks

2019 Pioneer of the Year

Well done!

Northwest Diversified Entertainment 

Seattle

CONGRATULATIONS 
ELIZABETH

Your Friends
At

New Vision Theatres 



CONGRATULATIONS

ELIZABETH BANKS
on receiving the

2019 Pioneer of the Year Award



congratulations  
elizabeth banks!



“Even if you’re on  

the right track,  

you’ll get run over  

if you just sit there.”

—Will Rogers



CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD

Jim Orr

PRESIDENT

Kyle Davies

FIRST VICE PRESIDENT

Mark Christiansen

TREASURER

Robert Lenihan

SECRETARY

Steve Bunnell

VICE PRESIDENTS

Adam M. Mizel

Meg Wilson

HONORARY CHAIRMEN

Salah Hassanein*

Erik Lomis

Frank Mancuso

Sumner Redstone

Travis Reid

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Todd Vradenburg

MEDICAL ADVISOR

Edward Crandall, PhD, MD

PAST PRESIDENTS 

COUNCIL

Chris Aronson 

Rory Bruer

Ted Cooper

Dan Fellman

Jerome A. Forman

Erik Lomis

Travis Reid

Bruce Snyder

Robert Sunshine

Chuck Viane

2019 PIONEER OF THE YEAR

Board of Directors

Steve Bunnell

Mark Christiansen

Kyle Davies

John Fithian

Scott Forman

Elizabeth Frank

Jeff Goldstein

Sonny Gourley

John C. Hall

Madelyn Hammond

Scott Kennedy

Spencer Klein

Robert Lenihan

Bill Lewis

Michelle Maddalena

Branden Miller

Adam Mizel

Ben Moss

Mary Nakagawa

Jim Orr

Tim Patton

Jennifer Rogers-Etcheverry

Kip Smiley

Adrian Smith

Ann Stadler

Cathleen Taff

Meg Wilson

Mark Zoradi

2019 PIONEER OF THE YEAR

TRUSTEES

*Deceased

PAST PRESIDENTS 

WRMPPF

Jim Orr 

Chris Aronson 

Ted Cooper

Jeffrey Goldstein

Bruce Snyder

Rory Bruer

Chuck Viane

Erik Lomis

Wayne Lewellen*

Stewart Blair

Fred Mound*

Allen Pinsker*

Jerome Forman

Jerry Esbin*

Bud Levy

Robert Rehme

Frank Mancuso

Bernard Myerson*

Salah Hassanein*

Henry “Hy” Martin*

Ned E. Depinet*

Abe Montague*

R.J. O’Donnell*

Richard Walsh*

PAST PRESIDENTS 

MPPF

Travis Reid

Mitchell Goldman

Tom Sherak*

Dan Fellman

Bruce C. Corwin

Robert Rehme

Michael Forman

Burton Robbins*

Henry G. Pitt*

Bernard Myerson*

B.V. Sturdivant*

James R. Velde*

Salah Hassanein*

Chas A. Alicoate*

Henry “Hy” Martin*

George F. Dembow*

William J. Heineman*

Simon H. Fabian*

Ned E. Depinet*

Jack Cohn*



2019 PIONEER OF THE YEAR

Board of Directors

Susie Beiersdorf

Lisa Bunnell

Kenneth Caldwell, Jr.

Nick Carpou

Susie Cotliar

Ann-Elizabeth Crotty 

Alan Davy

Sheila DeLoach

Elizabeth Deutsch

Jeremy M. Devine

Richard M. Fay

Greg Forston

Steven Friedlander

Joe Garel

Doug Gellerman

Ron Giambra

Charles Goldwater

Patricia Gonzalez

Jeff Greenspun

Richard Grover

Paul Holliman

Robert Kaplowitz

Jeff Kaufman

Nancy Klueter

Ron Krueger II

George Levitt

Larry McCourt

Justin McDaniel

Dennis Meagher

Kevin Mitchell

Michael Morelli

Senn Moses

Kelly O’Connor

Lewis O’Neil

David Passman

Mike Polydoros

Jim Radcliff

Rolando Rodriguez

George Rouman

Darryl Schaffer

Steve Schoenburg

Walter Schonfeld

John Shahinian

Mark Shaw

Scott Sherr

Paul Silk

John Sinayi

Jim Smith

John Spinello

David Spitz

Michael T. Viane

Ryan Wood

Clark Woods

Craig Zeltner

ADVISORY MEMBERS

“Never let  

yesterday use up 

too much 

of today.”  

— Will Rogers

Will Rogers in Life Begins at Forty, Fox Film Corporation, 1935.



“Eventually you reach 

a point when you stop 

lying about your age and 

start bragging about it.”

—Will Rogers



THE PIONEERS ASSISTANCE FUND (PAF) has traveled a rewarding path 
since its beginnings in 1939 as a group of industry personalities who gathered 
once a year to meet old friends socially. The stated goal of the organization  
remains the same today: “To provide financial and emotional support for members 
of the motion picture industry, and their immediate family, in times of  
unfortunate circumstance.”

For many cases, assistance is needed for medical care, but emergency grants for 
basic living purposes is becoming more prevalent as day-to-day living becomes 
more of a challenge for many people.

Two caring social workers and an Assistance Committee work to assure that 
each year hundreds of people in our industry always have a helping hand in 
times of need. All cases are managed with strict confidentiality.

Helping their own ...

THE PIONEERS ASSISTANCE FUND  

IS A PROGRAM OF THE WILL ROGERS MOTION  

PICTURE PIONEERS FOUNDATION THAT PROVIDES 

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE AND SUPPORTIVE COUNSELING 

 TO ELIGIBLE MEMBERS OF THE MOTION PICTURE  

ENTERTAINMENT INDUSTRY (EXHIBITION,  

DISTRIBUTION AND TRADE SERVICES).
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The Pioneers Assistance Fund (PAF) program provides financial  

assistance and supportive counseling for film industry veterans nationwide in exhibition, 

distribution and trade services who are experiencing hardship due to illness, accident or 

underemployment. 

The PAF staff of skilled social workers is knowledgeable about agencies and services nation-

wide and is here to provide information, regardless of eligibility.

We also provide a variety of brochures and publications to guide members through life issues. 

Social Service Consultations: When Life Is Challenging

n Supportive counseling n Bereavement counseling

n Health insurance advice n Education

n Elder care guidance n Accessing free/low cost 

     services in your area

We also provide local referrals for:

n Health care professionals n Vocational counselors

n Home health agencies n Attorneys

n Transportation services n Conservators

n Low income housing n Financial advisors

Whether you are in need of financial assistance or not, call for a free and confidential consultation. 

All consultations are conducted with holistic regard for each person’s unique emotional, 

medical, and financial status. 
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Pioneers Assistance Fund

HOW WE CAN HELP:

Assistance Programs: When Income and Assets Are Limited

SHORT TERM FINANCIAL GRANTS

Depending on eligibility, we can assist with financial grants that pay for unexpected medical 

costs and/or assistance with cost of living expenses. Visit wrpioneers.org for a full list of 

services, or call one of our social workers today to find out how we can help.

SALAH HASSANEIN MEDICAL GRANTS 

Medical grants can pay for the following services (minimum of 5 years employment in the 

film industry):

n Dental n Psychotherapy

n Medical fee and co-pays n Health insurance premiums

n Hearing aids n Medical equipment

n Medications

BERNIE MYERSON EMERGENCY GRANTS

Emergency grants can pay for the following (Minimum of 10 recent years of employment in the 

film industry):

n Rent and utilities n Burial or cremation fees

n Food and household necessities n Vocational assistance

n Moving expenses

THE TOM SHERAK PIONEER GRANT

Recently named after Tom Sherak, film industry icon and past president of the Will  

Rogers Motion Picture Pioneers Foundation, this grant provides long-term assistance for  

industry veterans with a minimum of 25 years in exhibition and distribution. Please call for 

eligibility of program guidelines.
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Top 3 Client Issues:  

Financial Hardship 

Cancer 

Accident or Natural Disaster

Average Total Spent for Services  

Provided to Industry Members per Year: 

$800,000

Empowering Purpose
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Client Testimonials
“Just knowing there are good people and great organizations out there ready to help and 

assist those in need had a major impact by offering a sense of security and support. Thank 

you so much for all your help and thank you Will Rogers Motion Picture Pioneers for caring 

and being there for all of us!”

“My social worker was so patient and professional. I lost my home to Hurricane Harvey and 

had to start from square one. I’m a single mother of a two-year-old with learning disabilities 

and the assistance that I got helped me get into my new apartment. I cannot thank the 

organization enough for all the support and help I’ve received. I can honestly say it changed 

my life in such a positive manner.”

Grants Given to Theater Employees 

Impacted by Natural Disasters:

Total Clients Served:*

2016/17: 272

2017/18: 565

2018/19: 651

277
186

2017/18 2018/19*Fiscal years
*Fiscal years

Time Spent with Clients:

n	 Advocacy

n	 Counseling and  

	 Supportive Services

n	 Budgeting Discussions 

n	 Home Visits and  

	 Doctors Appointments

Social workers spend more than 

1,500 hours annually one-on-one 

with clients assisting with:



www.wrpioneers.org

“That’s all there 

 is to success  

is satisfaction.”

—Will Rogers



THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT.

SEE YOU AGAIN NEXT YEAR.




